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The chief Phen of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 


nautics to the wi 
and others connected with aviation. 


> personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 


waeeQQ0 S ow 


. THE ARMY IS BEHIND ITS AIR CORPS 
By Major General 0, Westover, Air: Corps 
Chief of Air Corps 


_Seme enthusiastic air-minded men in. 
tuis country, both within the military 
service end without, have spared no 
pains to criticize the Army and the War 
Department for the way in which it has 
handled the development of military avi- 
ation, Some of these critics are pro- 
fessional agitators, men who have learn- 
ed one of the cerdinal principles of hu- 
man interest and that is that all men 
love a fight - that controversy is a 
sure way to flag attention and catch 
pupular fancy. For the most part, how- 
ever, those who have been disgruntled at 
the way the air arm has been handled are 
simoly we ague een misinformed. They are 
sincerely interested in an adequate and 
well balanced national defense. They 
have noted the great strides the air in- 


-early as 1908 the Signal Corps of the 
\Army drew up the first specifications 
'for an Army plane and let the world's 
ifirst contract for a military plane. 

| Again, it has been said that the Army; 
|from 1914 to 1917, with the whole of 
|Europe aflame, did not aweke to the pos- 
| sibility that America should build up an 
i€ffective Air Corps and be prepared for 
jair fighting. In this connection two 
|points are of interest: In the first 
/Place, no one in authority, not even the 
fey or as late as 1916 believed we 
/would be forced to enter the World War. 
'We were a neutral nation, far removed 

| geographically and by interest from the 
|causes and reasons for the mad blood 
|letting overseas, But here is the main 
|point: The Army leader charged directly 


dustry is making; they have looked across; with the development of aviation at that 


the water to European powers with vast 
air armadas and have jumped to the —Z 
conclusion that we are not doing so wel 
at home, 

Full well do I realize that nothing 
can be done to stifle the loud cries of 


time, the Chief Signal Officer of the 
point made a strong and an urgent appeal 
,each succeeding year for funds with 
‘which to build up the Army's flying 
|forces. Just the other day I was read- 
|ing over the reports of the Chief Signal 


the soap box variety of skilled agitators. Officer for the years 1911 to 1916, and 


They live by their words; their contin- 
ued existence in the public prints de- 
pends upon the continuation of their at- 
tacks. They mst flay somebody, and so 
the Army does not escape; it comes in 
for its share. But the others, those 
whose dissatisfaction results from mis- 
understanding of the facts or from in- 


correctly dravwm conclusions reached from | 


but a partial or hasty glance at the 
facts are worthy of attention, 
benefit I wish to present a clear review 
of what the Army has done to foster avi- 
ation, to show why it has not done more, 
and finally, to outline what its leaders 
have in prospect as the immediate pro- 
py further progress in the Army 

r Corps. 

I have heard the claim made, to begin 
at the beginning, that the » whose 
duty it was to realize that this new ma- 
chine, the airplane, must have great in- 
fluence on warfare, did not early arrive 
at that realization, did not recognize 
that the genesis of human flight must. 
revolutionize if not the army at least 
the method of conducting wars. The re- 
cords do not support that charge. As 


-l1- 


For their’ 


I found that every year without excep- 
tion he plead for more funds, for more 
lpersonnel, for more planes, For the 
sake of historical accuracy and human 
interest I want to quote briefly from 
| these reports of General Allen, Chief 
| Signal Officer, in his annual report to 
the Secretary of War: 
"he foreign nations have the follow- 
ing personnel now engaged exclusively 
in military aeronautics: 
| England... 25 officers and 346 mex 

France . £4 officers and 432 mei 

Ger . . . £0 officers and 465 me: 

The United States has at present a 
force of three officers and ten enlist- 
ed men to compare with the above 
figures. With the approval of the 
Secretary of War, an estimate of two 
hundred thousand dollars was submitted 
to Congress at its last session to 
make a NaN, in the subject of pro- 
per aeronautica ogelement and con- 
struction for the American Army. This 
appropriation, however, failed to be 
pag which fact placed this of- 
Tice at a disadvantage at a critical 
time." 
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That was General Allen, Chief Signal 
Officer of the Army, speaking in 1908 in 
his annual report to the Secretary of 


ar. 
In 1909 he seid: 

"All first class powers, except the 
United States, are systematically pro- 
viding themselves with aerial flee 8, 
Germany and France being notably in 
the lead. The United States does not, 
at proses. possess a modern aeronaut- 
ical equipment and it is believed that 
a systematic plan of development of 
this military auxiliary for national 
oceans should be inaugurated without 

e . 

n O here are some sentences from 

his plea for sufficient funds to give 
the U.S. some aviation: 

_"It is evident the United States 
should, without delay, make due provi- 
sions for carrying on aviation work 
for the various governmental depart- 
ments interested and to extend the 
large number of American inventors and 
manufacturers at present devoting them- 
selves to aerial navigation. 

Aerial navigation has talzen hold of 
the entire civilized world as no other 

pe eg in recent times, anc repre- 
sents a movement that no forces can 
a gt check, 

For military purposes aviation is a 
subject which we must seriously con- 
sider, whether we wish to or not, and 
the sooner this fact is accepted and 
measures taken to put us abreast with 
other nations, the better it will be 
for our national defenses." 

That sounds so much like a statement 

in one of my own annual reports of re- 
cent years that I might easily be charg- 
ed with plagiarism. It all boils down 
to one crucial fact ~ funds for the Army, 
be it for food, shoes, cannon or air- 
lanes, are provided by Congress. The 
ar Department does not have a limitless 
source on which it can draw drafts at 
will for any project which suits its 
fancy. These funds have been carefully 
budgeted for a long time. First, we 
make estimates, then we defend these 
estimates item by item before sub-com- 
mittees of the House and Senate Appro- 
priations Committees. The legislative 
fathers then decide which of these items 
we can have money for and which we can- 
not. The War Department can only repre- 
sent as strongly as possible all its 
needs, then take such funds as are al- 
lotted and spend them as appropriated, 
for the oses given, 
No, this charge will not stick; all 
the records year by year since 1908 are 
filled with pleas to Congress by mili- 
ay leaders in an effort to secure ad- 
citional funds for its flying arm, for 
more men, for more planes, for addition- 
al housing, technical buildings, and 
ground installations. 
Now, let us look briefly at what the 
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War Department has done with the funds 
which have been allotted. Let facts 
and figures speak; let history be our 
witness. 

The American Army bought and developed 
the first military airplane in the world. 
Very soon thereafter it organized the 
first aerial squadron, _ pees it, and 
used it in connection wi ershing's 
Punitive Expedition. The World War 
brought an understandable inflation to 


| Military Aviation in all the combatant 





nations. Since the Huropean powers were 
engaged in that conflict for three years 
before the United States came in, it is 
perfectly clear why their air components 
developed first and faster, and why we, 
when we did enter the struggle, employed 
much of their materiel and profited by 
earlier experiments. This thought, how- 
ever, should not be overlooked: In 1917, 
beginning with but a handful of Army 
flyers, and all of those very young, we 
were able to supervise the greatest mass 
expansion. which ever occurred in ny 
branch of the military services. in one 
feverish year and a half, the Army was 
able to procure more than 11,000 air- 
Planes and 32,000 engines and train over 
twenty thousand flyers. I believe none 
will say that our fighting squadrons did 
not acquit themselves with complete cre- 
dit to our nation in the air battles 
over France and Ge Since the 
expansion of military aviation in this 
oqunnery from April, 1917, to November 
Ae. ae 8, was an unnatural growth made 
necessary by the frenzy incident to a 
great war, I shall pass over that period 
with but this hasty reference. 

The period immediately succeeding the 
war years was a difficult one, indeed. 
It would have been a difficult period 
had some separate agency had control of 
military aviation. It was a period of 
discouragement for Army aviation. That 
is because we found ourselves with a 
great = of airplanes and engines 
which could not be junked but had to be 
used up at the peace-time rate in the 
post-war years. Having this great sur- 
me it was not apparent to the "fiscal 


eat 


athers" why we should have new appropris: 
) 


tions. Consequently, funds were cut 
a cruel minimum, We had to discharge a 
great number of our officers and thous- 
ands of our enlisted mechanics, and could 
buy but few new planes until the old ones 
were worn.out. Here, however, is one 
vital fact: The War Department, realiz- 
ing that this condition existed, met it 
sturdily; but it did one other all-in- 
elgg thing. It laid the foundation 
or aviation experimentation and develop- 
ment. It created at Dayton, Ohio, an en- 
gineering division and allotted a great 
prego eaee of available funds to experi- 


mentation and development. That is the 
most important aeronautical step which 
has occurred in this country. . t in- 


stitution, now known as the Materiel Di- 
V-7498, A.C. 
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vision, Wright Field, has developed into | the orders it had money for with these 


tie ga aviation experimental cen- 
ter ln the world today. It has been 
largely responsible for the fact that 
the United States Army has fighting air- 
planes and engines the equal, and in 
many cases the superior, to those found 
elsewhere in the other nations of the 
earth, many of whom have been trying the 
independent Air Force experiment. 

liot only was this far sighted policy 
of the War Department, in establishing 
the engineering division, to have such 
far reaching consequences in military 
aviation, but it was the greatest boon 
to civil aviation which occurred prior 
to the Lindbergh flight. Many of the de- 
veieua originated at Wright Field 
and Tostered and supported by Army ex- 
perimental funds, have been taken over 
in whole or in part by the civil avia- 
tion industry, and have been responsible 
to a large extent for the progress which 
has been made in that field. I shall 
cite a few examples. The United States 
leaped to the forefront in world civil 
aviation largely because of its all- 
metal airliner construction, The first 
all-metal airplane in the world was 
built under the guidance and supervision 
of the Materiel Division at Wright Field, 
the Army 0-19, Modern transport air- 
craft, with present tremendous s»eeds, 
Owe their performance virtually to four 
things: First, one thousand horsepower 
light-weight airplane engines. Second, 
metal, low-wing monocoque construction; 
next retractable landing gears and, fi- 
nally, adjustable pitch and constant 
speed metal — ers. Everyone of 
these invent 
ments is directly traceable in its ini- 
tial inception and original trials to 


factories and supported their skilled 
personnel and aeronautical engineers 
throughout the lean years when there was 
nobody else to do it. 

Militery leaders recognized from the 
beginning that if aviation was to grow 
there must be created a public interest 
in it. The Air Corps began in the early 
days to create and stimulate this inter- 
est, as witness whereof I need only men- 
tion the first flight around the world 
by Army pilots in Army planes; the first 
transcontinental non-stop flight across 
the United States, by Army ye ots, in an 
Army plane; and the first flight across 
the continent in the daylight of one day. 
In this same connection the Army spon- 
| sored racing planes and often led the 
world in flying speeds. It also realiz- 
ed the importance of altitude flying, in. 
creased interest in which is now evidenc- 
ed by the pressure cabins and the stra- 
tosphere flights. Army pilots have set 
/world's altitude records both for air- 
planes and balloons, It was not until 
1927 when, uncer the stimulus and re- 
awakened interest in aviation incident t 
Lindbergh's and other oceanic flights, 
'the War Department realized it could tur 
lover to civil aviation a large part of 
| the work incident to making America air- 
|minded, Believing that_it would tend to 
iretard rather than develop civil avia- 
| tion for the Army to continue in the 
jracing field, it wisely stepped aside 
and left that field and many of the more 
spectacular record-setting exploits to 
Civilian pilots and plane builders. In 
'many other fields connected with avia- 





ons, discoveries or improve- tion from its earliest date, the Army 


played a vital part; it flew the first 
eir-mail and transferred to the Post Of- 





the Army Air Corps experimental engineer fice Department the planes and pilots to 


ing division. 

Not alone in the experimental field. . 
has the Army led the way to the present 
air pinnacle. It is early realized that 
one of the essential components of any 
Air Force is a group of competent pilots. 
It therefore established at San Antonio, 
Texas, the Air Corps Traini Center, 
known as the "West Point of the Air, 
which is recognized the world over as a 
model for aviation pilots! training. 

Here again, not ony have Army flyers 
been trained, but the Army generously 
trained a surplus which could g0 to 
pilot the civil airlines. ‘That the 
Civil airlines were quick to profit from 


this reserve of trained flyers is attest-eliminati 


|continue the genesis of that system, It 

| developed maps, laid out and flew the 
ifirst model airway, designed and install- 
| ed the first radio beacon, developed 

; blind landing apparatus, and Army pilots 
jMade the first instrument landings, in- 
dicating the feasibility of defeating 

| fog and heavy weather, That this experi. 
;mentation and progress under the is 
'gtiil under way is evidenced by the fact 
‘that only last week Army Air Corps offi- 
‘cers and engineers at Wright Field de- 
'monstrated a new 4 ag he and system 
‘whereby plenes can be landed automatic- 
|all:sr without the aid of human hands, 
|This I consider the last great step in 
flight hazard incident to 


ed by the fact that over fifty percent of| zero visibility. 


the pilots who are flying ot commer - 
cial vans today were Army trained. 

I_ spoke before of the doldrum years, 
1919 through 1926. During that time 
there was little civil aviation industry, 
aside from the few manufacturing plants, 
in this country. There was no civil de- 
mand for airplanes to keep these facto- 
ries going. The Army wisely placed all 


| I think there is no better answer to 
| the carping critics who have charged the 
iWar Department with mismanagement of 
things air wise than is contained in the 
following two tables. The first shows 
how much of the annual Army appropria- 
tion has been devoted to aviation, The 
i 1911 was taken as the beginning, for 
n that year for the first time appear 
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direct spgrepese tinge expressly for avia- 


tion development and for aviation sub- 
jects. The year 1916 was included be- 
cause it is the last year before the war. 
The World War years were left out be- 
cause, as everyone knows, they represent 
an unnatural and abnormal expansion for 
all military budgetary items and in no 


way reflect anything except a frautic de- 


sire to win the war by buying, annexing 
oe  Speaeesating ee, fags pe in sight 
which might conceivably lend pennyweight 
towerd that end, 
included as a representative one in the 
mid-period between 1921 and 1922. After 
1932, each year is shown as being of in- 
terest both because of being close at 
hand and because it shows tae modern 


trend, expresses the influence of the de-| 


pression and gives a basis for compari- 

son with the appropriations of the past 

year: 

Comparison of Expenditures of the War Depart- 
ment Military Activities and the Air Corps, 
direct and indirect, for the following 
Fiscal Years: 


Fiscal War Department Air Corps Direct Per- 





Year (Military) and Indirect _—cent 
1911 $ 117,650,265 $ 25, 000* 

1916 122,391, 895 801 , 000° 65 
1921 292, 886,375 32,332,907. 

1925 244,688,447 28,965, 381 

1930 327, 363,054 59 ,981, 778 

1932 344,610,560 72,491,915 21.04 
1933 293,314,497 57,755,448 19.69 
1934 243,329,151 53,420,614 21.96 
1935 273,485,712 68,265,771 24.99 
1936 382,554,083 85, 836 , 332 

1937 394,095,800 96 ,872, 333** 

1938 393, 460, 400 101,851,424** 25.89 

*Appropriated ‘** Estimatod 


Next I include a table which illus- 
trates for personnel what the prececing 
table shows for fiscal affairs, It is 
largely self-explanatory, but it shows a 
erent picture. It demonstrates just 

ow much of its total personnel strength 


the War Department has seen fit to devote 
to this air arm which it is so »ften ac- |! cordingly. 


cused of starving and neglecting. 
careful study of these tables, I feel 
that those wno have been hostile toward 


the a 3 


ing feel much less sure of their 








For the benefit of the air enthusiast 
wio is not a member of some one of the 
military services, I wish to say that 
many of the increases in personnel which 
the Army has allowed the Air Corps have 
been made at the expense of some ne or 
several of the older arms. Often it has 
been necessary to render inactive or 
disband established battalions of 
Cavalry, Infantry, etc., to make it pos- 


| sible to provide for those additional 


| Ad 
The year 1925 has been - t gorps 


increments. 


I feel that the War Department need 


not feel ashamed of the showing it has 
|made in the air, nor fear just criticism 
| for the way it has expanded the funds 

| which have been made available for aero- 


{ 
| 


.02 | boards, the Morrow Board 


j 
| 


nautical purposes. 

That the Executive Branch of the Fed- 
eral government has continually striven 
to arrive at just and sound conclusions 
concerning its air arm and its aanaee- 
ment, is demonstrated by the fact that 
since 1919 more than thirteen separate 
and distinct boards, committees or com- 
missions have been detailed or set up 


| to investigate some phase of military 


aviation. 

In 1926, the report of one of these 
resulted in 
the enactment into legislation of the 


11.04 | Air Corps Act of June 26, 1926, which 
11.84 | provided for 1830 airplanes as the num- 
18.32 | ber which the Army Air Co 


s should 
have. Much criticism has been hurled 
at the War waper Seen for not having 
carried out that program on time. Here 


| again I must point out that appropria-~ 


| 
| 





' 
; 


'@ commission, headed by the Honor 


22.43 | tions, not authorizations, govern the 
24.58 | amount of money which the Army can spend. 


Insufficient money was appropriated to 
buy the planes to meet that five-year 
program which was authorized in 1926. 

In 1934, again sensitive to the demands 
being made from many sources that the air 
arm be augmented, the President eeeeec 

able 
Newton D. Baker, to study the needs of 
the nation and make recommendations ac- 
This commission, after long 


After | and careful study, named 2320 planes as 


tre proper figure to give this country 
adequate military air defense. In an 


s sovereignty over military fly- effort to reach thet agreed total more 


that one thousand planes were contracted 








grounds. ‘for in 1937; funds have been appropriat- 
TABLE OF COMPARATIVE STRENGTH 

Year Total Army Largest Branch Air Corps Comparison of Siz 
(June 30 Strength Strenrth (Infantry) _ Strength Air s to Other 
each year) Officers Men Officers Men Officers Men Combat , «Bn 
1911 4,281 73,454 1,471 24,878 6 60 - 
1916 4,843 927,013 1,607 34,313 65 339 Last 
1921 12,952 206,274 3,427 39,278 996 11,073 Last 
1925 12,203 115,132 2,630 40,859 873 8,758 No. 5 
1930 12,024 117,797 2,003 41,259 1,203 12,034 No. 4 
1932 12,108 113,417 2,260 37,913 1,254 13,369 No. 4 
1933 12,227 115,390 2,548 39,049 1,282 13,499 No. 3 
19% 12,212 117,517 Z, 558 39,476 1,299 14,316 No. 3 
1935 11,979 118,727 2,292 39 ,432 1,303 14,720 No. 3 
1936 12,069 146,826 2,271 50,477 1,359 15,640 No. 4 
1937 12,269 158,626 2,274 54,707 1,408 17,286 No. 4 
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ed for the procurement of an additional 
709 in 1983 and the budget estimates for 
1359 include money for 700 more. The 
Secretary of Wer, the Honorable Harry H. 
Woodring, but recently said that if we 
continue at pig Ree rate, we shall 
arrive at the 2320 plane figure by 1940. 
_ Here is a factor which often, I believe, 
has worked to the great detriment of the 
Army. Individual officers of the combat 
arms have grown so engrossed in the suc- 
cess and progress of their own branch 
that they have lost sight of the fact 
that all the branches are but members of 
a military team, I+ is being demonstrat- 
ed on the battlefields of three contin- 
ents in very recent times that battles 
are won and successful wars are fought. 
not by the Infantry, the Artillery, nor 
the Air ie etc., but by teams com- 
posed of all these combatant arms ably 
supported by the supply and technical 
services. Without any one cf these es- 
sential team members no fighting force 
can_ cope successfully with modern battle- 
field conditions. 

Years ago, I am told, there was a feel- 
ing in some quarters, when new arm 
Or service was created, that it was an 
interloper, that it was steali the 
money away from the clder branches. That 
feeling undoubtedly was a holdover from 
the time when we had but a small stand- 
ing army - few regiments at widely sep- 
arated posts, The experiences of the 
World War should have washed away the 
last vestige of such a feeling. Thinking 
_ military men now realize that military 
strength cannot be counted in squads, 
troops, squadrons or even in divisions. 
As a matter of fact, man-power may not 
now be the true measure cf military 
strength. Transportation, manufacture - 
all industry must be organized and mobil- 
ized to achieve a-modern mae aye? 

The point I wish to make is that, when 
men today, anywhere in the world, go to 
war they go primarily not as infantrymen, 
artillerymen or flyers, but as working 
members of the fighting team of combined 
arms. We of the: branches must not let 
our ardour for our corps and services 
lead us into attacks upon any of the 
Other branches. What chances of victcry 
would a football team have if, in the 
midst of a touchdown drive, the quarter- 
back and the full back suddenly quit the 
main effort and fell to fighting each 
Other to settle some personal difference? 
Branch enthusiasm must never be allowed 
to engender branch animosities. If for 
the moment the requirements of existing 
conditions seem to make one branch more 
essential than the others, or indicate 
its increase in strength, we should re- ~ 
member that no wheel of fortune is s0. 
fickle as the wheel of the fortunes of 
war; the processes and methods in no art 
change faster. 1 of us in the not dis- 
tant future may be cvershadowed by some 
now non-existent arm or service which 


| 
| 


-o 





modern invention or discovery may ele- 
vate to prime importance. © can say 
that a death-ray, a microbe corps or 
some other now visionary new arm may not 
rise to overshadow us all? 

We of the arms and services must bear 
well in mind that there sits at the seat 
of government a group of men who have 
5, pode p heart -the well being of 
all of us and whose perspective is not 
clouded by too close an association with 
any one element. Their program and 
Plans are more than likely to have good 
reason and sound common sense in strong 
support. It behooves every intelligent 
mi hd bai. iedh to find out what that pro- 
gram is and support it without equivoca- 
tion, 

For several years now I have been in a 
position to be conversant with the War 
Department's plans and policies for mili- 
tary aviaticn and I can say positively, 
I cannot emphasize too strongly, that 
the military leaders are fully conscicus 
of what the nation needs for air defense 
and they are sparing no effort to provide 
it. 

---000--- 


MAINTENANCE FLIGHT OF ADVANCED STUDENTS 


Two echelons of the present class at 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying Schocl, 
Kelly Field, Texas, are now on their 
maintenance navigation flight. They are 
Composed of one-half of the Pursuit Sec- 
tion. and one-half of: the Attack Secticn. 

The first echelon cf the Pursuit Sec- 
tion is commanded af Major John V. Hart. 
His assistants are lst Lieut. Nelson P. 
Jackson, ond Lieuts. William Eades and 
Chester L. Sluder. This echelon is com- 
posec of the following students: end 
Lieuts. W.L, Kimball, W.M. McBee, C.M. 
McCorkle, C.il. Parks, T.C. Rogers, V.R. 
Shores; Flving Cadets W.M. Miller, M.L. 
McNickle, W.G. Miller, C.T. Olmsted, J.H 
Paul, a. Peterson, F.W. Rogers, i'.0. 
Rinion, A.P, Tacon, J.F. Tavlor, H.A. 
Torrey, D.L, Wilheim, 

This echelon is following the itinera- 
ry - Kelly Field to Abilene, Lubbock; 
Texes; Fort Sill, Okla.; Amarillo, Texas 
Roswell, New ilexico; El Paso, Marfa, 
Dryden, Kelly Field, Texas. Students 
will stop over one day at Biggs Field 
"Pl Paso} for maintenance of airplanes. 

The first echelon of the Attack Sec- 
tion is commanded by lst Lieut. John H. 


|Ives, whose assistants are lst Lieuts. 


Troup Miller, D.N. Crickette and H.S. 
Bishop, This echelon is composed of 
the following students: 2nd Lieuts. W.E. 
Covtng ea Jr., R.D. Gapen, G.P. 
Champion, W.G. Lee, Jr., F,R. Bell, R.H. 
Carmichael, J.J; Nazarro, F.R. Terrell, 
J.R. Kelly; Flying Cadets A.C. Agan, 
E.R. Barrett, R.D. Callaway, A,C.Carlson, 
Jr., C.W. Field, E.B. Fletcher, F.B. 

Gal er, C, Harper, C.J. Heflin. They 
are following the itinerar Kelly Field 
- V-7498, A.C. 





Dallas,Midland, El Paso, Texas;Albuquer 


ue »; 
New Mexico; Amarillo, Texas; Fort Sill, 


Oklahoma; Dallas, Texas; Barksdale Field, 

La. Kelly Field, Texas, and any necessa- 

“4 intermediate points between these 
aces. They will stop over one day at 


Fort Sill for maintenance of airplanes. 
The Observation Section, commanded by 
Captain Russell E, Randall and assisted 
by lst Lieuts. E.R. Todd, S.z. Anderson 
and W.L. rage was scheduled to leave 
Kelly Field on September 23rd for its 
maintenance navigation flight. The 
flight was to be ne eo of the follow- 
sng students: Major Lester T. Miller, 
2nd Lieuts. =.S. Holmes, P.V. Kieffer, 
J.D, Rutledge, W.W. Jones, C.L. Hosmer, 
W.C. Spencer, C.B. Stewart, W.C. Barrett, 
J.K. Arnold; Flying Cadets E.H. Hulch, 
M.W. Scnoephoester, U.B,. Baker, F.W. 
Mills, W.A,. Daniel, R.P. Carr, H.ii. 
Truitt, K.A. Tyler, W.G. om» The 
itiner followed was to be Kelly Field, 
San Angelo, Lubbock, Texas; Roswell, New 
Mexico; El Paso, Texas; Lordsburg, New 
Mexico; Tucson, Arizona; El Paso 
Dryden, Fort Clark and Kelly Fiel 
The oney stopover for maintenance of 
their airplanes was to be at Hl Paso. 
The second echelon of the Pursuit Sec- 
tion, commanded by Captain B.M. Hovey, 
with lst Lieut. R.J. owne, 2nd Lieuts. 
R.D. McCloskey and E.W. Osborne as his 
assistants, was scheduled to leave Kelly 
Field on September 27th with the follow- 
ing students comprising it: 2nd Lieuts. 
J.li, Bartella, C.K. Bowen, E.L,P. Burke, 
A.P. Clark, L.J. Ellert, F.W. Gillespie, 
C.T. Goldenburg, W.R. Grohs, 5.W. se; 


d, Texas. 


any ae caeere 
RM, ldwell, E. Dyess, W.E. Elder, 
C.E. Grogan, V.M. Heath, J.W. Hughes, S. 
Maddux. Following the itinerary, Kelly 
Field es Marfa, El Paso, Texas; 
Roswell, New Mexico; Amarillo, Texas; 
Fort Siil, Oklahoma; Lubbock, Abilene 
and Kelly Field, Texas, the flight was 
to stop over one at Fort Sill for 
maintenance of airplanes. ; 
Captain G.C. Jamison, with lst Lieuts. 
C.H. Pottenger, R.B, Epler and 2nd Lieut. 
C.M,. Sartain as his assistants, was to 
lead the second echelon of the Attack 
Section, taking off from Kelly Field on 
September 27th, with the following stu- 
dents: 2nd Lieuts. C.E. Coombs, C.F. 
Necrason, D.0, Monteith, C.U. True, 
Twadell, C.D. Vincent; Flying Cadet 
Hinton, H.F. Lowery, M. Pelham, C. 
Randali, F.J. Sutterlin, B.K. Vorhees, 
R.E. Warren, C.K. Wurzbach, C.H. Young, | 
W.L, Younkin, The itinerary to be fol- 
lowed was to be Kelly Field, Texas; 
Barksdale Field, La.; Hensley Field, 
Texas; Fort Sili, Okie. ; Amarillo, Texas; 
em et New Mexico; El Paso,Midland, 
Hensley iela, Kelly Field, Texas. El 
Paso was to be the one-day stopover 
point for the maintenance of the air- 
planes of this flight. 


ac. 
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PURCHASE OF ADDITIONAL MODEL BT-9C'S 


On September 28th, the Sacranery of 
War, the Honorable Harry H. Woodring, 
announced the award to the North Amer- 
ican Aviation, Inc., of Inglewood, 
Calif., of an additional order on a 
previous contract for 34 model BT-9C 
airplane oe parts at a total 
cost of $411, ~ - 
These thirty-four additional basic 
airplanes are being Se 
r 


Corps Organized Reserves in recognition 
of its importance in National Defense. 

By taking advantage of the contract 
already under way, and exercising an 
option for increasing the contract, a 
considerable saving in individual plane 
cost is effected. 

The BT-9C is a basic training plane 
powered with a Pratt & Whitney R-1340 
Wasp" engine. Thirty-three such 
Planes have already been procured for 
the Organized Reserve of the Air Corps 


Marfa, |and 34 in the present contract increas- 


es to 75 the number of new yaaes to 
be available for the exclusive training 
of the Air Corps Organized Reserve. 


--~-0U0 --— 


RESERVE OFFICERS ARRIVE AT KELLY FIELD 


The following-named second lieutenants 
of the Air Reserve recently reported at 
Kelly Field, Texas, for extended active 
duty: Hugh O'Daniel, Stewart H. Murphy, 
Cecil Scott McFarland, Victor Frank 


i'Pixey, Charles Elmo Hart, Elmer Lero 
.J. Black, J.W. Bleasdale, 


Parsel, Roger Boyer Whitaker, Allan C. 
Longaker, Bernard M, Lloyd and Legrand 
J. Mercure. The last three named offi- 
cers have been placed on seuparety duty 
at Randolph Field. All of these Reserve 
ve been assigned to the Fly- 
ing Departmen’, where they will instruct 
students. 5 
~——OU0-—. 


RETIREMENT OF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS 


The following-named noncommissioned of- 
ficers of the Air Corps, were, under or- 
ders of the War Department recently is- 
sued, placed on the retired list, effec- 
tive September 30, 1937: 

Master Sergeant Marion G. Putnam on 
the west coast, following his return 
from the Philippines. 

Master Sergeant William 0. Trager at 
Randolph Field, Texas. 

First Sergeant Edwin 0. Booth at 
Chanute Field, I11., 

---000-~-- 

Captain Herbert W. Anderson, Air Corps, 
stationed at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11., 
has been ap to duty as Assistant to 
the Construct ae Quartermaster, Denver 
Branch of the Air Corps Technical School, 





Denver, Colorado. 
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THE 


HAWATIAN 


ISLANDS 





By an Air Corps Officer who served there 


Si shane a large number of Air Corps 
personnel has been stationed in or pass- 
ec. throvgh Hawaii, there are still a 
number of individuals to whom that pleas- 
ure has been denied. Some of these 
letter will soon be ordered there for 
auty. Living conditions in Hawaii 
cLauge so rapidly that many of the re- 
mexics Of One who left Oehu in 1931 may 
be a trifle misleading, yet it is hoped 
that the Air Corps people who have not 
been to this territcry may find items of 
interest in a short series of articles 
in the Air Corps News Letter, of which 
this is the first, 


From a geological and geographical 
standpoint, the Hawaiian or "Sandwich" 
Islands are peculiarly interesting. The 
present group of islands constitute the 
most recently formed land body of any 
considerable size on earth. A flaw ex- 
ists on tne floor of the Pacific ocean, 
extending from the Siberian coast in a 
southeasterly direction, Evidence of 
many extinct volcanic islands to tne 
northwest of the Hawaiian group exists 
in shoals and reefs, the islands them- 
selves having been washed away throvgh 
the ages since their formation, Geolo- 
gists declare that disturbances of the 
Ocean floor to the southeast of the 
"baby island," Hawaii, indicate that our 
remote descendants will see the forma- 
tion of new islands further down the 
flaw, Hawaii, according to geologists, 
is 50,000,000 years old. 

The present group consists of eight 
ote ga islands, namely: Kavai, Niihau, 

ahu, Molokai, Lanai, Maui, Kahoolawe 
and Hawaii, the first mentioned being 
the oldest and the latter the youngest. 
It is said "Hawaii" was once two islands 
until the action of time, tide and ero- 
sion qosned them together in such fashion 
that the neck between them is now a pla- 
teau ranging in altitude from sea level 
to as much as 5,000 feet above. 

As the islands age, volcanic activity 
decreases, and of recent years only 
"Hawaii" has been the scene of actual 
eruption, although earthquakes are often 
felt throughout the entire group. 

Obviously there is no native vegeta- 
tion on these islands. Seeds floating 
on driftwood from variovs countries, 
lodging on the sandy shores, agpar onsay 
took root and the growth spread. Some 
seeds were undoubtedly carried by far 
flying birds. 

Animate life, except for birds and 
small animals which floated from Asia to 
the earlier islands, has been imported 
by man. Strangely enough, not a snake 
is to be found here on the islands. 
One small rock island off the shores of 
"Oahu" is overrun by rabbits said to 


aa 





have been dumped there from a ship. 
Otherwise, and fortunately, not a rabbit 
is to be found. Territorial catastrophe 
would be wrought if rabbits were rampant 
in the extensive cane and pineapple 
fields, 

Mongooses were imported to kill off 
the rats, but instead drove the rats 
into the trees where they depieted bird 
nests while the mongooses themselves de- 
stroyed eggs of ground-nesting oyecies. 
Although eiforts are being maae to impor? 
game birds (pheacants and quail flourish 
on "Molokai" and banded doves are found 
on nearly all the islands) the "minsh" 
bird, a burlesque edition of the robin, 
is the principal feathered inhabitant. 

The result of volcanic activity and 
gradual building up of vegetation from 
many lands has been to make each island 
a constantly charging panorama to the 
motorist or flyer. n motoring around 
"Oahu," a view of typical Californian 
appeerance, seen at one moment, can 
chauge in the next to a desert scene 
typical of the cactus country of West 
Texes and again change to a purely 
Hawaiian scene picturing cane anc pine- 
apple fields with the inevitable back- 
ground of ocean and side views of two 
mountain ranges. one fairly free of 
clouds and the other either in the midst 
of heavy rainfall or covered by dense, 
rain-filled clouds, 

Rainfali is tue source of all fresn 
water supply. This is true to such an 
extent on the island of "Oahu" (where 
Honolulu is located and where all large 
business is carried on and most of the 
population of the group resides) that 
approximately 30 percent of all rain- 
water is utilized. 

The principal crops of tne islands, 
source of all export commerce, are cane, 
pineapple and "kona" coffee. The latter 
is not widely exported. Tuna fishing is 
monopolized oy the Japeanese-operated 
fishing trust, but the canned product 
oa fairly high as an item of export 

rade. 

Altnough the territory is particularly 
weli known for the pineapples produced 
and canned by a process first made pos- 
sible by the imaginative genius and de- 
termination of Joan Dole, a young New 
Englander, cane is really the ranking 
crop. The cosmopolitanism of the terri- 
tory of Hawaii is the history of cane 
raising and sugar producing. This will 
be expiained later. 

Aside from the commercial aspects of 
Hawaii, the territory is of value to 
our ery as its main outpost in the 
Pacific. t possesses tremendous value 
as @ naval base which, in turn, mst be 
held by our army, In consequence, the 
various army activities comprise the out- 
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let for the energies of a large propor- 
tion of the white population. In suc- 
ceed articles will be pointed out in- 
teresting facts connected with the vari- 
Ous army posts and military life in the.. 
islands. Pbioneg: 

It is not the intention of the writer 
to present a history or geceraphy er ~. 
this interesting group of islands, to 
describe the tactical problems confront- 
ing our armed forces stationed there or 
to advertise the territory to prospec- 
tive tourists, all of which are far more 
ably covered elsewhere, bus in succeed- 
ing articles it is hoped to give the in- 
Eeemene of and facts gleaned by one who 

s been there, who is glad to have been 
there and who hopes to return,in a manner 
which will interest the reader. Truly 
has the group of islands been aptly 
named "the paradise of the Pacific," 
paraphrased by our soldiers into the 
parasite of the ian ill 

——=—9U0--— 


NEW COMMANDER FOR 19TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 
By Lieut. R.S. Schumacher, Air Reserve 


The 19th Pursuit Squadron, Wheeler 
Field, T.H., welcomed a new "Skipper" in 
the person of Captain J.A. Ellison, Air 
Corps, who recently assumed command. The 
usual problems which are present in a 
Squadron when a change of commanding of- 
ficers takes place were conspicuous by 
their absence. Captain Ellison fell 
heir to a smooth running organization 
and the future looks very bright. His 

redecessor, lst Lieut. J.E. Briggs, Air 
orps, headed the 19th since last Novem- 
ber. During this time the Squadron was 

engeced in a well rounded schedule of 
ac 


ivity, including inter-island flights, | 


gunnery camp and joint Army and Navy 
maneuvers. 

Always on the alert for ways and means 
to improve the tactics and training of 
the Squadron, Lieut. Briggs conceived 
and worked out a plan which shed much 
light on the controversy of Bomber versus 
Pursuit. In conjunction with the 50th 
Observation Squadron of Luke Field, which 
is equipped with B-10's, the 19th Pur - 
suit Squadron towed targets through all 
zones of fire of both front and rear 
guns. The results were tabulated and 
percentage of hits registered on differ- 
ent approaches and positions. All who 
have seen the results agree that it is 
the best and most authoritative work of 
its kind yet accomplished on the subject. 

Under Lieut. Briggs' command, the 
Sepetros averaged hours per month, 

All pilots completed their proportionate 
amount of the yearly Training Directive. 
Since he first assumed command, Lieut. 


Briggs worked incessant toward a 
smooth organization, Possessed 
of the Bappy aculty of making the men 
under him were worki 


eel that they 
"with" him and not "for 


him, he left a 
very smooth running unit. 


NEW CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER RADIO PIONEER 


“With the promotion, effective October 
1, 1937, of Colonel J.0. Mauborgne to 
_Chief Signal Officer of the Army with 
the. rank of Major General, older Army 
officers recall some of his early expe- 
riments in the field of military comm- 
nications, important among which were 
hee fardy efforts to adapt radio to air- 
craft. 

In 1912 General, then Lieutenant, 
Mauborgne installed a radio set in an 
Army airplane, devised the antenna and 
aided in the first air-to-ground radio 
communication in history. This primary 
effort occurred at Fort ae =f Kansas, 
in October of that year. Brigadier 
General Henry H. Arnold, Assistant Chief 
of the U.S. Air Corps, then Lieut- 
enant, was the pilot of the plane. The 
radio operator who manipulated in the 
air the first air-radio set was Colonel 
Follett Bradley, now G-2, GHQ Air Force, 
Langley Field, Va., then a second lieut- 
enant at Fort Riley, Kansas. 

Lieut. Arnold had flown one of the 
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Army's twelve planes to Fort Riley,Kans., 
in order that Lieut. Mauborgne might in- 


| stall a quenched-spark radio set which 


had been assembled by him, and with 
| which it was hoped air-to-ground comm- 

/ nications could be established. The pur- 
| pose of the tests was two-fold. First 
to send from an airplane in flight radio 
messages to a ground station, which had 
never before been done here in the 
world, and to adjust artillery fire from 
an airplane, while the battery was fir- 
ing at a target which the battery obser- 
| ver on the ground could not see. 

| 


Lieut. Follett Bradley was selected as 
| the operater of the radio set, since he 
| had had some experience in early radio 
york, and but recently had been trans- 

erred from the Navy where he had been 
radio officer aboard the battleship 
MICHIGAN, 

On November 2, 1912, the experiment 
was made, Lieut. Bradley's messages 
transmitted by radio from Lieut.Arnold's 
airplane were clearly received by Lieut. 
Mauborgne, operating the ground station. 
The second part of the test - adjustment 
of artillery fire from an airplane, so 
that the battery could fire successfully 
on targets which its commander could not 
see, also proved successful. The same 
officers, radio operator, pilot, and 
ground radio operator - Bradley, Arnold 
and Meuborgne - successfully performed 
this test which marked another "first" 
in the world of radio - the first time 
artillery fire had ever been adjusted 
through the loyment of observation 
and directinn from the air. 


For the third time in two years,Lieut. 
prem i Be ty | Signal ett te = 
operating ers, again intro- 
duced a new Suatakeiatons intten to the 

In the autum of 1914 
(Continued on Page 9 § 
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AN ALOHA REVIEW FOR 
By lst Lieut. E.W. 


Major General Hugh A. Drun, 
ommanding General of the 


Honori 
outgoing 
Hawaiian Department, the 26th Attack 


Squadron, as part of the 18th Pursuit 
Group, participated in the greatest re- 
view since the World War, 

The great review was held on the Divi- 
sion Review Field of Schofield Barracks, 
with all organizations of the Hawaiian 
Department participating, The Air Corps 
not oaly contributed the aerial review, 
but also exhibited 68 motor vehicles and 
marched two full massed battalions of 
724 men, 

The cnormous amount of work required 
to prepere and coordinate such a largs 
review is easily appreciated. With all 
of the transportation, pack mules, tanks, 
guns, etc., of one brigade of Coast Ar- 
Sareetas one brigade of Field Artillery, 
two brigades of Infantry, one Air Corps 
Wing, and numerous Special Troops, the 


MAJOR GENERAL DRUM 
Suarez, Air Corps 


problem of timing was of the utmost in- 
portance, 

The review was complete, even to the 
igantic mobile guns of the Coast Artil- 
ery. A month before the review was 

scheduled to take place, railroad tracks 
were laid on the parade ground for the 
railroad guns. New, speedy little tanks 
presented a grand climax to the part 
played by the choo troops in the 
greatest of military reviews. 

The aerial review was participated in 
by two 0-33 Transports as the Wing Head- 
cuarters Flight, Martin Bombers from 
Iuke Field, and Pursuit and Attack | 
planes from Wheeler Field. The aerial 
review came as the climax to the ground 
review. With the passing of the air-. 
planes, all eouipment of the Hawaiian 
Department had passed before the Com- 





manding General in the short space of 
two and one-half hours. 


---000--- 


AIRPLANES LAND 


Far from being completed, Hickam Field 
is rapidly coming along and already has 
a complement of Air Saupe: Rankensee and 
airplanes stationed on it, in the form 
of the 18th Wing Headquarters Flight. 
This flight, composed of lst Lieut. 
Robert W. Warren, Air Corps, and eleven 
enlisted men, maintains taree Pursuit 
airplanes for use of the Winz Commander 
and his staff, whose headquarters are at 
Fort Shafter, and an Amphibian airplane 
for use of the Hawaiian Department Air- 
ways Officer in making numerous necessa- 
ry flights between the various airways 
stations on all the islands. 

Wing Head ters Flight was moved 
onto Hickam Field on September lst, as 
it had become necessary to have the Air 
Corps represented thereon for various 
purposes, Completed projects anc Air 
Corps equipment had to be accepted and 
guarded; the use of the field by numer- 
Ous airplanes made it desirable to have 
mechanics available there. It has long 
been desired to have the Ying Staff's 
airplanes there so as to eliminate loss 
of time in traveling to and from Luke 
Field to fly, so this end is also served 





New Chief Signal Officer Radio Pioneer 
(Continasd trom Page 8) 

first time in pean! {| 

re) 


cessfully two-way radio communication be 
tween an airplane and a ground station b 


working with a complex receiver andtrans-— 


mitting radio set which he built and op- 
erated and which he installed in a 
Burgess-Wright plane flown by Colonel 
H.A. Dargue, Air Corps, then a lieutenant 


noe the 


since se tests of 1912.14. Manborgne 


he conducted suc- 


the 25 years which have elapsed 


--> 


N NEW EICKAM FIELD 


by stationing this flight at Hickam 
Field. A hangar had been entirely com- 

leted and accepted from the contrac- 

or. <A small part of it now houses the 
four airplanes of the Wing Flight, while 
the enlisted men have found comfortable 
quarters in one of its offices, Inas- 
much as no messing facilities are avail- 
able, the men are trausported to and 
from the King's Post - Kamenameha - for 
"chow. " 

So Hickam Field, if not yet an air- 
drome, is at least a mighty good a 
field - with airplanes assigned. e 
one completed landing mat has been in 
use for several montas, permission 
having been given for all military air- 

lanes to land thereon, in order to 
elp settle the new mat. 

First Lieut. Robert W. Warren, Air 
Corps, Officer in Charge of the Wing 
Headquarters sarees also Airways Offi- 
cer of the Hawaiian Department, now 
has the distinction of being the first 
Air Corps Commanding Officer of Hickam 
Field. As duties pile up, this writer 
wonders if he will consider it a dis- 
tinction - or - ? 





--~-000-~- 


' advanced through the various ranks in 
the Signal Corps, climaxed on Oct. 
lst with his promotion to Chief of that 
Corps. For the 

of the Aircraft Radio Laboratory at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and was con- 
cerned with late aircraft radio equip- 
ment, flying almost daily testing bia nev. 
radio sets in the air, 

General Mauborgne was born in the State 
of New-York, Feb. 26, 1881, and.is a grad 
uate of the College of St. Francis 
Xavier. 
V-~7498, A.C. 
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A HUSTLING OUTFIT 


That the Second School Squadron, Air 
Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, Ill., is one of the best out- 
fits in the Air Corps is the contention 
of that organization's correspondent. He 
proceeds to support that statement with 
a few facts. 

First fact: This organization is com- 
posed of "hustlers" who secure promotion 
and advancement by virtue of study and 
conscientious work, Of the 42 permanent 
members, less than 25% draw longevit 
pay, yet only three men draw a "buck" 
private's pay; two of these draw flying 


pay. 

Just another exemple: Private First 
Class E.A. Richards, who came into the 
service on October 13, 1936, is nowa 
crew chief on one of the Squadron's air- 
planes. Remarkable when one considers 
that airplanes in this Squadron are 
scarcer than hen's teeth, with the re- 
sult that competition for crew chief as- 
signment is something like the scramble 
for berths on an all-star football squad. 

There is also the case of Private 0.d. 
Reefer, who came into the service on 
October 20, 1936, and was advanced to 
crew chief, But for the fact that he is 
now in school, hse would still be holding 
that assignment. 

During the clean-up month of August,on 
Chanute Field, the Second School Squad- 


ron barracks were given a thorough going- 


over. Both the outside and inside of 
the barracks were painted and things 
were royally torn up around here for a 
good half of the month. The painting 
started in the east bay and everyone, 
with the exception of those students on 
furlough, had to move to the west bay. 
Luckily for everyone concerned, there 
weren't so men left here that they 
couldn't be taken care of in the west 
bay . The interior of the barracks was 
painted gray and white, which gives it a 
tuk 4 Clean appearance, as well as making 
it - gp on the inside. And consider- 
ing the 


buildings on the field, our building 
looks very good. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| car 


| 


age Of the barracks and the other! 


| to be very popular with all 





the felt covering put back in place. The 
only thing that wasn't done to it was a 
varnish job. And that would have pro- 
bably been taken care off, too, had 
there been more time. 

Now that the painting is finished, the 
men are comfortably spread out in both 
bays. Although they don't all have 
their same bunks and same neighbors, 
everything is running as smoothly as 
could be, and the men are enjoying the 
peace and quiet (277?) of our routined 

e. 


---000--- 
TRAINING BY THE STH COMPOSITE GROUP 
Training by the eth ogy sagt ae Group, 
Luke Field, T.H., during the month of 


August included completion of half the 
required field duty, which is accom- 


| plished on the other side of the Island 


of Oahu and at South Cape, the most — 
southerly part of the Island of Hawaii. 
Duty at Waimanalo, on Oahu, has proved 
ersonnel, 
due to the excellent facilities for 
swimming and athletics in general after 
duty hours. In fact, it is noted that 
there is great wailing and gnashing of 
teeth from personnel who for various 
reasons are unable to accompany their 
outfit, On the other hand, South Cape 
resents a slightly different situation. 
From a training standpoint it offers 
excellent opportunities for personnel 
to become acquainted with the topography 
of the largest Island of the Hawaiian 
Group. It is, however, deficient with 
respect to facilities for recreation, 
except for 7 entomologists. In 
this field, it is unsurpassed, due to 
the presence of some several millions of 
the black widow spiders, mentioned else- 
where in this issue of the News Letter. 
"At this writing, " says the News Letter 
Correspondent, “it is planned to send a 
o of large toads down in the hope 
that the resultant strained relation- 
ships will cause the widows to evacuate. 
Further research is being carried out to 


| attempt to find some other variety of 


The outside was painted 


the usual olive-drab and was trimmed with, 
white, giving a very neat appearance. The; 


screens were all taken down, repaired, 
painted and replaced. The grounds sur- 
rounding the barracks were worked over, 
and everything as a whole looks nice. 
Who knows? Maybe some of our painters 
might turn out to be second Rembrandts 
or Leonardo da Vincis! 

After the painting was finished, some 
of our men were put to work repairing 
the pool table. ‘They practically tore 
down and rebuilt the whole thing. What 
with a half pound of plaster of paris, a 
hammer, a putty knife, a screw driver 
and a pair of pliers, all the jumps, 
bumps and cracks were taken out of the 


slate, the corner pockets re-braced and 


-1 
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| 
| 
| 
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spider with a native dislike for pests. 
Suggestions will be sy ioones. * 
wanQOO ac 


"EGLIN FIELD" 


Tne Bombing and Gunnery Base at Valpa- 
raiso, Florida, which is a part of the 
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron 
of the Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell 
Field, Ala., has been redesignated 
"Eglin Field," Valparaiso, Florida, in 
honor of Lieut. Colonel Frederick [, 
Eglin, Air Corps, who was killed in an 
airplane accident near Fort. McClellen, 
Alabam:,, on January 1, 1937. © 


---000--. 
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BODY OF MISSING FLYING CADET FOUND 


_ Tae great Texas aerial search for Fly- 
ing Cadet Guy W. Edgerton came to an end 
on September 13th. The body of the Fly- 
jing Cadet and the wreckage of his air- 
plane were encountered in a thickly wood- 
ed section twelve miles southwest of 
Grapeland, Texas, by Isaac Johnson, a 
farm worker, who, in searching for stray 
cows, stumbled across the twisted and 
scattered plane and its occupant. He 
immediately notified officiais of Grape- 
land, who communicated with the Command- 
ing Officer of Kelly Field, 

Flying Cadet Edgerton was a member of 
the night navigation training flight of 
the Attack Section of the Air Corps Ad- 
vanced Flying School, which was return- 
ing from Barksdale Field after dark. The 
flight encountered a storm, but ali mem- 
bers of the flight, except Flying Cadet 
peeee vets landed safely at some point in 

exas, 

The plane did very little damage to 
the trees and brush, making it practical- 
ly impossible for aerial searchers to 
locate the wreck. Examination of Cadet 
Edgerton's parachute showed that he had 
made no effort to use it. Neither had 
he dropped any flares. 

The remains of Flying Cadet Edgerton 
were sent to Kenly, North Carolina, ac- 
companied by Flying Cadet Francis J. 
Black, Jr. 9 

a eeler 


ARTILLERY ADJUSTMENT TRAINING AT FT. SILL 


_ The ten student officers and ten fly- 
ing cadets of the Observation Section of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, began their Artil- 
lery Adjustment training at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, on August 29th. To carry out 
this training, two batteries were as- 
signed to fire daily, one from the lst 
Field Artillery and one from the 18th 
Field Artillery. Firing commenced on 
August 30th, at 7:00 a.m., both bat- 
teries being assigned targets on the 
Same range. Battery commanders hadtheir 
CP's in the balloon hangar, with tele- 
phos lines to the batteries. All groumi 
nstruction and assignment of missions 
were conducted from this location. The 
students fired six problems each, with 
an average of 67 rounds, as follows: 

1) A pre-arranged bracket adjustment 
wee H E shell. 

2) Target located by the observer and 
designated by means of a base point; 
mee and shell bracket adjustment. 

3) Target located by the observer and 
designated by means cf a reference point; 
ladder bracket adjustment with smoke, 
the > by H E shell, 

4) Target located by the observer and 
designated by the Lay-on-me method; 





‘toes adjustment; voice communication. 
One-gun precision adjustment, with 
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six rounds of improvement fire. 

(6) One-target method, coordinated 
with the 5th problem, using the entire 
battery for a four-gun precision. 

The batteries were pant tn ces | fast 
and the adjustments proceeded rapidly. 
In the opinion of the Senior Instructor 
of Observation, the students accomplish- 
ed their missions in a manner which was 
@ credit to themselves and to the school. 
Upon completion of fe boy each morning, 
etudente maintained their own airplanes. 
The afternoons were used for recreation, 

Two mornings were devoted to sending 
one-half of the class at a time to. the 
battery positions to observe gun crews 
in action and to get a comparison of 
aerial versus terrestrial observation, 
Firing was completed on Friday, and the 
airplanes made ready for the return 
flignt to Kelly Field. This return 
flignt was made via Fort Worth and 
Dallas, Texas, on Saturday, September 
4th, with both members of the Observa- 
tion team flying an instrument mission 
under the hood. ‘ 

——=—DU0 --—— 


MORE WEATHER MEN IN THE MAKING 


As a pert of the program of organiza- 
tion of the newly constituted Air Corps 
Weather Service, a school for enlisted 
forecasters has been established at 
Patterson Field, This unit of the ser- 
vice has been designated as the Air 
Corps Weather School. Lieut. Colonel 
J.H. Houghton, Air Corps, is the Com- 
mandant, while Captain Don McNeal, Signal 
Corps, has been appointed Assistant Com- 
mandant and Senior Instructor. 

The course of instruction is designed 
to prepare men, woo have had severa 
years' experience as weather observers, 
and who have a basic knowledge of ele- 
mentary meteorology, mathematics and 

hysics, for forecasting duty at Air 
orps flying fields. The curriculum in- 
cludes a course in physics commensurate 
with first year college work, mathemat- 
ics, embracing algebre such as is offer- 
ed in normal first yeer college algebra, 
expanded to include some work in trig- 
onometry, and a course in meteorology 

to include the modern theory of air mass 
analysis and the structure of atmospher- 
ic formations based upon the polar front 
pened Approximately one-half of the 
school time is used in preparation of 
practice forecasts. 

The school has a capacity for a class 
of 25 students. Two classes will be con- 
ducted each year, the course of instruc- 
tion extending ever five months. The 
first class started on September 1, 1937. 


--~000--- 


cg. the month of August, the Engin- 
eering spar timer’ of the San Antonio Air 
yepot? Duncan Field, Texas, overhauled a 
total of 20 airplanes and 4g engines,and 
repaired 42 planes and 23 engines. — 
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SWAKZS AND INSTRUMENT FLYING 


A friend and well-wisher of the Air 
Corps News Letter, Captain J.B. Burwell, 
of Randolph Field, Texas, takes issue 
with the editor ov two statements waica 
recently appeared in tuis publication, 
One concerning the length of snakes 
native tc the wilds of Texas, and tae 
otuer in regard to the date lustrument 
flying was introduced in tue course of 
instruction at tne Air Corps Training 
Center. Captain Burwell is assured that 
we appreciate his bringing these two 
matters to our attentied and that the 
News Letter is ready and willing at all 
times to publisi corrections on state- 
ments which prove misleading. 

low in conuection with the question as 
to the lengtn of snakes in the Lone Star 
State, Captain Purwell invites attention 
te the fact that on page 4 of the June 
lst issue of tne Mews Letter, uncer the 
heading "Artillery Firing at Camp Stan- 


mainder of tae aunting trip. 
Incidentally, and tuis part will pro- 
| bably also draw a smile of amused doubt 
| from you, we had seven leopard cats and 
four beb cats staked out in the yard at 
pe time. We used dulldsg collars, cow 
' chains and ircn stakes, Tec subdstanti- 
1 ate this story, I brow at one of tue 
‘ live cats back to Kelly Field and kept 
| it in a cage back of the bachelor build- 
|! ing for some time, Being unable to make 
' any progress towards taming it, I had to 
kill it. Mrs. Goldsborough, wocse hus- 
band, then "Lieutenant" William C. 
Goldsborough, was stationed at Kelly 
Field, took a particular liking to this 
cat but was also unable to tame it," 
iow, taking up the subject cf instru- 
ment flying at the Training Center, 
Captain Burwell goes on furtuer to say: 
"Je were goin: to fass up tue lack of 
belief in our snake stories, but when 


‘ 
t 
i 





ley," the Kell: Field Correspondent indi-! it comes to the training, we will real- 


cated that two very large rattlesnexes, 


ly take issue with you. In the August 


ten feet long, were fcund in the vicinity; loth issue of the News Letter, on page 


of the battery position. An editorial 
note at the bottom of this article reads 
as follows: 

"According to an authority on reptiles 
in the State ef Texas, the ‘largest 
rattler discovered in the Lone Star 
State measured seven feet, and that was 
way back in 186&, He states that tae 
don't grow that lons nowadays, averaging 
five feet in length," 

Captain Burwell enclosed with his 
letter to the editor a photograph and 
news item wnich eopeared in the August 
2lst issue of the San Artonio TVIylie 
NEWS, anc which describes a rattler 
measurinz seven feet, two inches, after 


mest of the head was gone, and of suffi- | 


cient size to be making away with a deer 
at the time it was killed. He then goes 
on to say: 

"In the fall ef 1927, while huatiag on 
the King Ranch between the town of Norias 
and the Gulf »f Mexico, a strip of laad 
ten or twelve wiles long with neither 
roads nor hardl: trails throuzh it, I saw 
a rattler considerably larger even than 
tne one pictured in the inclosure. Unless 
y memory fails me, this rattler wes 
avout seven feet, eight inches long, and 
its skin was abcut a foct wide when laid 
flat. It so happens taat there were 
some rather reliable witnesses to this 
snake story. They were Mr. Charles | 
Young, son of Owen D. Young, and now a 
famous engineer with General Electric, 
ana Mr. ii,H, Adams, who at that time was 
Vice-President of the General Zlectric 
Company. 

I had no part in the killing of tuis 
snake, but vividly remember unrolling 
this ee skin on the floor and deciding 
then and there that boots were no 
tion, and in spite of the danger o 
back riding took to horses for the re- 
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17, the statement is made that Major 
| Ocker's demonstration box was adopted 
‘by tue Air Corps as routine in May, 
' 1934, and it is implied that actual in- 
strument flying in the Air Cerps Train- 
‘ing Center followed this. 
| As a matter of fact, Major Ocker was 
| invited by tasse of us wao were then 
instructing in tae Pursuit Section at 
Kelly Field to come over and s:ow us his 
earliest instruments to be used in con- 
nection with blind Fig 2 This was in 
1929, wuen not enly the majority of of- 
ficers in the Air Corps, but nearly all 
pilots thought they could fly blind 
witnout rete aebee: i 
by January, 1930, these experiments 
in the Pursult Section, with the full 
cooperation of Major Ocker, had proven 
to our satisfaction that instrument fly- 
ing was the coming thing and that a 
|; course should be presented in tais sub- 
ject. Accordingly, instrument flying 
for a uucleus of instructors was initi- 
-ated early in 1930, and tue students in 
Class :io, 7B, Marca to June, 1930, re- 
, ceived some lastruction in fastrument 
| flyiue. Due to equipment delays and 
difficulties, however, all members of 
the class did not get the full course, 
| but ssa | with Class No. &B, July 
i to October, 1930, all students received 
|@ full course in A&Anstrument sd Ss 
It is believed that these were the 





|'first modern courses in instrument fly- 

jing to be presented to flying students 

{anywhere in the world. It can be seen 

| that the statement which appears on page 

| 17 of the August 15th issue of the Jews 

| Letter is in error by nearly five years." 
) 
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AN ADVENTURE IN THE JUNGLES OF PANAMA 


A C-27 (Bellanca) with rations and 
supplies left Albrook Field, its home 
station, with rations and supolies for 
the gunnery range at Rio Hato and El 
Volcan, a of Panama, with end Lt. 
Thomas J, Schofield, Alr Reserve, 80th 
Service Squadron, as pilot: Corporals, 
AM 2nd Cl. Callum M, Brooks and Newton 
D. Hagins, 29th Pursuit Squadron, Pri- 
vates Glenn W, Vail, Norman C. Hill and 
Alfred A, Torrest, 80th Service Squadron, 
as passengers. 

Weather conditions were excellent at 
Rio Hato, but the sky was filled with 
large towering cumulus clouds. Lieut. 
Schofield climbed steadily until he 
reached en altitude of 10,500 feet. 
ter flying for some time at this alti- 
tude, he saw ahead of him a darker area 
than that in which he had been a) . 
with clear streaks through it. Lieut. 
Schofield then aimed at some of these 
clear streaks, and at that time his al- 
titude was about 9,500 feet. He banked 
his plane 90 degrees to the right, which 
brought him into a clear area. As the 
— was still in about a 45-degree 

ank, he attempted to level the plane, 
when a violent shuddering occurred and 
then a lovd blast. 

Three of the men were thrown violently 
out of the ship as a result of the con- 
cussion. Some were unconscious and did 
not know how they got cut, let alone how 
they pulled the ripcords of their chutes. 
Happy landings were made in trees and 
Other places. Some even landed in a 
corn patch. After ascertaining that no 
serious es were sustained by the 
men, first ald was rendered with iodine 
in the jungle kit. The men then tried 
to go to some native huts which, before 
rege had. seemed mach closer tc them 
than the "ee at which the airplane had 
crashed, s took a journey of approx- 
imately two hours. At this time, some 
Indians, attracted by the crash, came 
— the men and wanted to take them to 
their huts, but they refused to go with 
them to the site of the wreck. o add 
to their mre & it started to rain, and 
when it rains in Panama it rains. Tired 
and hungry, the men gave up and went 
back to the huts. 

Signal fires were built the next morn- 
‘ne. and one of the men was sent out 
with a party of Indians to try and re- 
trieve as many of the parachutes as pos- 
sible. In the meantime, a searchi 
arty was sent out from Albrook Field to 
Ocate the whoreabouts of the C-27 and 
its crew, 

Fortunately, one of the Indians could 
Speak Spanish and knew the trails. This 

de volunteered his services and, after 
ravel over almost impassable trails 
for two s and a night of continuous 
going, they arrived at El Jobo, Republic 
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: completed a week of fiel 


of Panama, It will be surprising to 
some that a trek of approximately 15 
miles should consume so much time, but 
"Tady luck” smiled on them by setting — 
the crew of the ship so close to a trail 
of sort. You see, much of Panama, 
oun te close to the National High- 
wey, is without any means of communica- 
tion whatsoever, t El Jobo, Lieut. 
Schofield and the rest of the 
were picked up and ferried in 
to David, Republic of Panama. 
It was a t ul and grateful grou 
that was brought back to Albrook: Field, 
They were none the worse for their ex- 
perience, except for minor abrasions re- 
ceived while espn | their way through 
_ dense undergrowth of the jungles of 
anama, 


assengers 
po iets 
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SECOND BOMBARDMENT S.UADRON NOTES 


Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Command- 
ing Officer of the 2nd Bombardment Group. 
Langley Field, Va., gave a short lecture 
on the "Flying Fortress" to the Coast 
Artillery Class of 1938 from Fortress 
Monroe, Va., on their annual inspection 
of Bombardment type airplanes. - 

The 2nd Bembardment Group made a non- 
stop flight to the Cleveland Air Races 
on September 4th. The Group was met at 
Akron, Ohio, by the 8th Pursuit Group 
and was escorted to the Cleveland Air- 
port, where it played an outstanding 
part in the Army Day Air Pageant. 

Tne Nevigation Unit of the 2nd Bembard- 
ment Group started class on September 
7th, with Lieut. John VW. an as senior 
instructor and Lieut. Clifford H. Rees 
@s assistant instructor, The present 
class is composed of Captains Benjamin 
W. Chidlaw, James M. Fitzmaurice, 
William D, Old, Lieuts. John §. Mills, 
William C. Bentley and Russell L. 
Waldron. The course consists of lec- 
tures and practice flights cn Dead 
Reckoning and Celestial Navigation, 

The 20th Bombardment Squadron recently 
training, 
September 13th to 18th, at Virginia 
Beach, Va, which was enjoyed by everyone 
Aerial gumery was the order of the day, 
and at 5:30 a.m, every day, the "rat-tat 
tat" of machine guns awakened the mer- 
maids off the Virginia coast | Even 
though the season was officially over at 
the seaside resort, the ocean was enjoy- 
ed as well as numerous cther diversions. 

Lieut. Adair, of the 96th Bomb. Sad., 
and one of its expert bombers, joined the 
Eastern Air Lines. We wish him a world 
of success in his new venture. 
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BIOGRAPHIES 


LIEUT. COLONEL WILLIAM =, LYND 


Lieut. Colonel William E. Lynd, Air 
Corps, now on duty as a student at the | 
Naval War College, Newport, R.I., was | 


to Captain with the same date of rank, 
His first station as an officer of the 
Regular Army was » Post Field, Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma, where he reported on 
October 27, 1920, and was assigned as 


born at Santa Fe, Kansas, September 10, | student to take a refresher course in 
| 


1893, After graduating from business 


Observation. He was appointed Director 


college at Boise, Idaho, and attendi 'of the Air Service Observation School 


the University of Washington at Seattle 
for one year, he was later admitted to 
the Idaho bar and was a practicing attor- 
=A until he entered the military ser- 
vice. 

On December 16, 1915, he enlisted in 
the 2nd Idaho Infantry, which was in the 
Federal service from July 1, 1916, to 
January 27, 1917, and stationed on the 
Mexican Border. On March 27, 1917, this 
regiment was again mustered into the 
Federal service, being mobilized at 
Boise Barracks, Idaho. It was stationed 
at soem Greene, Charlotte, .C., from 
September 24 to October 24, i9i?, during 
the course of which it was converted 
into the 146th Field Artillery; at Camp 
Mills, N.Y., for one month; at C 
Merritt, N.J., for a similar period, and 
then, on December 24, 1917, sailed for 
overseas service, 

Colonel Lynd served with his regiment 
as Regimental Commissary Sergeant from 
May 1, 1916, to April 4, 1917, on which 
date he was commissioned a second lieut- | 
enant. He was promoted to lst Lieut. on 
October 20, 1917. While in France, he 
attended the artillery school at Camp de 
Souge, On February 22, 1918, he was de- 
tailed to the Air Service to receive ob- 
servation training. After graduating 
from the Observation School at the 2nd 
Aviation Instruction Center at Tours, 
April 3d, he was attached to the instruc-) 
tor staff at this school as instructor 
in Infantry Liaison and Photography un- 
til June 8th, following which he gradu- 
ated from the Aerial Gunnery School at 
Cazaux on June 3Oth, and from the 
Second Aeronautical School, A.E.F., at 
Chatillon Sur Seine on July 28th. 

Assigned to duty at the front, he re- 
ported to the 125th Observation Squad- 
ron as an observer on Angust 4th, and on 
the 19th of that month he was appointed 
Operations Officer. From October 15 to 
November 20, 1918, he served as Opera- 
tions Officer of the 4th Observation 
Group, and as Adjutant of the Observa- 
tion Group, end » to December 28th. 
He, then assumed command of the 85th Ob- 
servation Squadron and served therewith 
for several months at Senzig, Germany, 
as part of the American Army of Occupa- 
tion, Returni to the United States on 
July 29, 1919, he was shortly thereafter 
honorably Sh echenget from the service. 
NF coy ne peg a abe ee in = 

r Service, Regu Army, on September 
17, 1920, with rank from July 1, 1920, 





|on November 23, 1920, and served in this 


cepacity until January 10, 1921. He was 
then assigned as student at the Field 

Artillery School of Fire at Fort Sill 
and, upon the completion of the course 
at this School ye -dee 9, 1921, he serv- 
ed as Officer in Charge of Training at 

_the Air Service Observation School until 
August 3, 1921, and as Secretary thereof 
in addition to duty on the Academic 
Board until December 8, 1921. 

| Assigned as a student at the Primary 

2 School at Carlstrom Field, 

| Flying School at Carlstrom Field 

| Arcadia, Fla., where he reported on Jan- 
|uary 21, 1922, Colonel Lynd graduated 

| therefrom as an honor student in the 
Ngee June, and was then assigned 

| to the Advanced Flying School at Kelly 

| Field, Texas, where he completed the 

| Bombardment course on December 17,1922, 
| and received the rating of "Airplane 

| Pilot." On January 2, 1923, he was as- 
| signed to the command of the 40th School 
' Squadron, lOth School Group. He served 








Colonel iyna was subsequently promoted 
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in this capacity until he reported in 
September, 1923, as a student at the Air 
Service Tactical School at Langley 
Field, Va. Following his graduation from 
this School in June, 1924, and after 
duty during the summer months at an ROTC 
camp at Maxwell Field, Ala., he returned 
to Kelly Field and assumed command of 
the 42nd School Squadron, with addition- 
al duty as Instructor at the Advanced 
Flying School. On January 16, 1925, he 


'was relieved from command of the above 


Squadron and appointed Director of 
Basic Training, Advanced Flying School, 
On December 21, 1925, Colonel Lynd 
was appointed Director of the Academic 
Department of the Advanced Flying School, 
and he served in this capacity and later 
performed various other functions at 
Kelly Field, including ante as Director 
of Training, from January 31, 1928, un- 
til November 30, 1928, when he was as- 
signed to special duty at the Headquar- 
ters of the Air Corps Training Center at 
Duncan Field, Texas. On January 3, 1929, 
he was appointed Director of Training 
at the Air Corps Training Center, 
Ordered to duty in the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C., 
in April, 1929, Colonel lynd was assign- 
ed to the Inspection Division, where his 
work in large measure was connected with 
the Visual Inspection System. On August 
6, 1930, he was assigned to eg 
Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., 
and he served as Commanding Officer and 
Operations Officer at that field until 
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October 4, 1930, when he was transferred 
to Mather Field, Calif., where he per- 
formed duty as Commanding Officer of the 


2Uth Pureult Group Headquarters and Post 
Operations Officer until August, 1931. 

Following duty as student at the Com- 
mand end General Staff Scnool, Fort 
Leavenworta, Kansas, for two years, Col. 
Lynd, after his graduation therefrom in 
June, 1933, and from the Army War Col- 
lege in June of the following year, was 
assigned to station at Mitchel Field, 
N.Y., until March, 1935, when he was 
transferred to the Office of the Chief 
ef the Air Corps, Washington, D.C., for 
duty in the Plans Division. He served 
in the Chief's Office until June, 1937, 
when he was assigned to his present duty 
as student at the Naval War Colloge. 

Coionel Lynd was cited for gallantry 
in action during the World War and 
awarded the Silver Star, the citation 
therefor being as follows: 

"William E, Lynd, captain, Air Corps, 
then first licutenant, 135th Aero Squad- 
ron, Air Service, American Expeditionary 
Forces. For galientry in action over 
Essey, France, August 25, 1918. Lieuten- 
ant lynd with Lieutenant Walter M.Jagoe, 

ilot, while on a mission to photograph 
he enemy line from Montsee to Vieviile- 
eu-Hays, with two protection planes, was 
pursued by an enemy formaticn of seven 
pursuit planes. One cf the protection 
planes was seen to be in difficulty, the 
controls being ed and the observer 
having been seriously wounded. Going to 
the assistance of this plane Lieutesant 
Iynd and his pilot succeeded in driving 
off the enemy, although the injured 
plane crashed behind our lines. His 
mission not being completed, Lieutenant 
d returned to the field, secured new 
aotegraphic plates and with one protec- 
PI pare vs again endeavored to fulfill 
his mission. On arriving over the lines 
he was met by an en patrol of five 
pursuit planes and driven back over the 
allied lines three times, when not having 
sufficient gas to continue, he was forc- 
ed to return, Securing another plane 
and pilot, tleatenant tend endeavored 
the third time to complete this mission, 
but after obtaining the necessary alti- 
tude, it was too late in the day to 
properly photograph the terrain." 


LIZUT., COLONEL DONALD P, MUSE 


Lieut. Colonel Donald P. Muse, Air 
Corps, now on duty at Barkedale Field, 
FOR CRSROE Ye La., was born at Jonesboro, 
Ark. , 29, 4891, After graduating 
from Junction City, Ark., high school in 
1908, and from the Ouachita ollege, 
taeteekl ep ntase in 1912 (B.A. and B.S. 
degrees), he attended Eastman College, 
Poughkeepsie, vi aae for one term, speci- 

ng 





was commissioned a second lieutenant on 
June 2, 1912, and promoted to first 
lieutenant on March 12, 1914. He was 
connected with a mercantile establish- 
ment at Junction City until June, 1916, 
when his regiment wes mustered into the 
Federal service and ordered to station 
at Deming, New Mexico, for border patrol 
cuty. This regiment was mustered out of 
the Federal service on February 22, 1917, 
but was mustered in again on April 1, 
1917, and its designation subsequently 
changed to the lSgrd Infantry. 

Ordered to Hazelhurst Field, Mineola, 
L.I., for flying training, Colonel Muse 
completed his tests for the rating of Re- 
serve Military Aviator on September 26, 
1917, and remained at that station as 
flying instructor until December 15, 
1917. He was then ordered to Gerstner 

ield, Lake Charles, La., and assigned 

© the school for flying instructors. 
On February 6, 1918, he was ordered to 
Kelly Field, Texas, where he served as a 
flying instructor to April 26, 1918. He 
next served in the same ca acity at 


Barron Field, Fort Worth, Texas, also as 


| Officer in Charge of the Cross-Country 
| Stage and Commandant of the Cadet Detach 


ment until Octooer 4, 1918, when he was 
transferred to ZXllington Field, Houston, 
Texas. During the period from June 1 to 
<0, 1918, he was on detached service at 
Taliaforro Field, Hicks, Texas, taking 
@ course in serial gunnery. 

At Zllington Field, Col. Muse perform- 
ed various duties, inciuding those of 
Post Exchange Officer and Instructur in 
Gurrison School for Officers, until July 
23, 1919, when he assumed command of the 
20tn Aero Squadron. He was transferred 
to Kelly Field, Texas, September 25, 
1913, and assigned as Commanding Officer 
of the Headquarters Detachment, lst Day 
Bomberiment Group, and Adjutant of this 
Group. In December, 1919, he commanded 
the a2cth Aero Squadron, and on January l, 
1920, assumed command of the 96th Aero 
Squadron for a period of three months, 
He was on ag | with the 96th Squadron un- 
til June 19, 1920, and was then placed 
in command ef the llth Aero Squadron. 

Transferred to McCook Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, Colonel Muse began the one-year 
course of instruction at the Engineering 
School at that post on November 1, 1920, 
and then remained after graduation on 
duty in the Armament Section of tho En- 
gineering Division until Merch isSth, 
i922, From the latter date until the 
latter part of August, 1923, he commande: 
Grissard Field, Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
was on duty with the 100th Division, Or- 
ganized Reserves. 

At his next station, Luke Field, 
Hawaiian es pede H- Colonel Muse was 
Post Executive Officer and Commanding 
Officer of the 65th Service Squadron 
holding the last named position until 
/ December 1, 1923. On April 1924, he 





alizing in accounting, Joining the let 
‘Ay Infantry, National Guard, he 
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again assumed command of the 65th Ser- 
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vice Squadron, and he functioned in this 
capacity until May 9, 1925, when he was 

assigned as Adjutant of the 23rd Bombard- 

ment Squadron,also as Operations Officer 

on Group Supply Officer, 5th Composite 
roup, 

Upon the completion of his tour of ser- 
vice in Hawaii, February 5, 1926, he was 
assigned to station at Bolling Field, 
D.C., and was in command of the 56th Ser- 
vice Squadron from May 17, 1926, to the 
following September; Assistant Engineer- 
ang Officer to March 4, 1927; Commanding 
Officer of the 56th Service Squadron 
from November 12, 1926, to April 29,1927; 
Squadron Supply Officer, from January 14 
to April 29, 1927; Assistant Air Corps 
Supply Officer, April 29 to June 10,1927, 
and Air Corps Supply Officer to October 
24, 1927. During the remaining portion 
of his tour of duty at Bolling Ficld, to 
October 17, 1928, he served as Adjutant 
of the Field and Commanding Officer of 
the 18th Headquarters Squadron. 

Transferred to Maxwell Field, Ala., 
Colonel iduse was assigned as Officer in 
Charge of Flying and as Post and Squad- 
ron Inspector. On March 25, 1929, he 
took over command of the 22nd Observation 
Squadron in addition to his other duties. 
~, tees as Officer in Charge of Flying, 
Officer. At various times he temporari- 
ly commanded the post for short periods. 
He commanded the 54th School Squadron 
from taf 15 until the middle of Septem- 
ber, 1931, and was then assigned to duty 
as student at the Air Corps Tactical 
School. 

Shortly following his gracuation from 
the Tactical School, Colonel iiuse was 
transferred to Crissy Field, Presidio of 
San Francisco, Calif., being attached to 
the 9lst Observation Squadron on Septem- 
ber 8, 1932. At various times he tempo- 
rarily commanded the Squadron and the 
post, in addition to serving as Execu- 
tive Officer. He assumed command of 
Crissy Field anc the 9lst Observation 
Squadron in June, 1933, and from August 


4, 1954, he performed the additional du- 
tles of Air Officer of the 9th Corps 
rea. 


In April, 1935, Colonel Muse was or- 
dered to duty in Panama, and during the 
course of his two-year tour there he was 
On duty as Executive and Operations Offi- 


cer of the 19th Composite Wing at Albrook 


Field, Canal Zone, for the most vart. In 
May, 1937, upon the expiration of his 
tour of service in Panama, he was assign- 
ed to Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La., 
for station. 
_Colonel Muse was commissioned in the 
Air Service,Regular as a lst Lieut 
enant, September 16, 19 
July 1, 1920. He was promoted to Captai 
with the same date of rank; to Major, 
October 1, 1931, and to Lieut. Colonel 
(temporary) September 25, 1935. 
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6, 1929, he was apoointed Executive | 


» with rank from) August 8, 1918, when he was transferred tc 
Love Field, Dallas, Texas., where he con- 
tinued duty as flying instructor. 

Prior to his appointment as a second 
e, Regular 


ey A.C. 





| 


BAT FINDS REFUGE IN AIRPLANS COCKPIT 

Army airplanes have carried many 
strange animals in the past, but none 
's0 strange as the one found recently in 
|a Northrop A-17 Attack plane belonging 
to Headquarters and Headquarters Squad- 
ron of the General Headquarters Air 
| Force. The airplane, piloted by Colonel 
Walter G, Kilner, Air Corps, had just 
'returned from a navigation flight to 
| Spartanburg, S.C. 
|, Sergeant Ralph A. Miner was cleaning 
it up a bit, getting it ready for the 
/next day's flying, when he found, hang- 
ing to the machine gun release cable,and 
of all things, a bat! It was a peculiar 
appear ens creature, not at all like the 
chiropterous mammal, in that it was 
brown instead of the conventional color - 
black, 

The bat showed a rather pugnacious. 
spirit when it was picked up by one of 
| the men comprising the crew of the plane, 
for it reared back and looked as if it 
were willing to take on all comers. It 
| was finally released, however, and took 
| refuge in the hangar, there to await 
|; nightfall, when it could more readily 
Peed, phos and possibly find the correct 
air lane to its home station. 

"At last accounts," says the News 
| Letter Correspondent, "it had disappear- 
'ed from the hangar. No PX-has yet been 
|received from Spartanburg. 








| MAJOR MOON TO GO ON RETIRED LIST 

| Special Orders of the War Department, 
;recently issued, relieves Major Odas 
|Moon, Air Corps, from assignment and duty 
'at Langley Field, Va., October 10, 1937, 
'and directs him to proceed to his home to 
‘await retirement. 

| Major Moon, who is to retire for disa- 
‘bility incident to the service, has been 
ia member of the Air Corps since the World 
Wer. He was born February 11, 1892, at 
Cullman, Alabama, and attended Baylor 
Academy for two years and ie fps Univer- 
sity, Waco, Texas, for a similar period. 
On October 13, 1917, he enlisted as a 
Private, lst Class, Aviation Section, 
Signal Enlisted Reserve Corps, After 

| completing the ground school course at 

| the School of Military Aeronautics, Uni- 
versity of Texas, Austin, February 9 
1918, and his flying training at Kelly 
Field, Texas, May 16, 1918, he was com- 
|missioned a second lieutenant in the Air 
|Service, and assigned to active dut 

|at Kelly Field. He attended the School 
| for Flying Instructors at that field and 
then served as flying instructor until 








| 


6- 


lieutenant in the Air Servic 
(Continued on Page 20 
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A LETTER TO A RETIRED FLIGHT SURGEON 


The {oat letter, given by Lieut. 
Colonel T. S. Voss, Air Corps, Command- 
aa Officer of Nichols Field, Rizal, 
P,I., to Lieut. Colonel F.C, Venn, Med- 
ical Corps, upon his departure frem the 
Pailippine Department last July, needs 
little amplification, The letter was 
delivered in a sealed envelope with in- 
Tt bapa aea to be opened September 30th, 
37, 


Lieutenant Colonel F.C, Venn, 

United States 
My dear Colonel Venn: 

Today you are being retired from 
the service of the United States, due to 
paysical disabilities incurred in line | 
ef duty, after completing more than 
twenty years' service as a Medical Offi- 
cer in the United States Army. Many 
years of this service have been spent as | 
@ Flight Surgeon with the Army Air Corps.| 
While on this duty you not only endeared | 
yourself to the personnel of the Air | 
Corps by the manner in which you perforn- 
ed your official duties, but your con- | 

enlal personality and all round .good 

ellowship will be long remembered by 
the hundreds of friends you made while 
en such duty, and I know that they, thru 
me, the commanding officer of the post 
woere you last served, want to wish you 
all happiness in your well deserved re- 
tirement and to expresg to you their 
thanks for your untiring service to them 
while serving with them. 

ZI cannot but feel that a part of your 
great pepusee <e7 as a Flight Surgeon and 
as an officer in the Army is due to the 
fact — have been blessed with a wife 
One finds only in a million. The fine 
qualities she has exhibited will remain 
an example to younger ladies coming into 
the service and a source of great pleas- 
ure to the older ones who were privileg- 
ed Pegg her, ae 

ain expressing my gratitude to you 
vote as an officer and as a friend and 
inviting you to remember that on this 
day we will drink a Scotch and Water to 
you and Dorothy and ae . 
a 





TLS. Voss, 
Lieutenant Colonel,Air Corps, 
Commanding 


"We nage. and feel sure," says the 
Nichols Field Correspondent, "that this 
little item will come to the attention 
ef Colenel and Mrs. Venn, that they 
know that we at Nichols Field are stil 
ateing fondly cf them and wishing them 
the best af everything for many , 
more happy years, as we know their 
friends oughout the world are doing." 





| the Eéreat surprise of many, 
t 





TOADS VERSUS BLACK WIDOW SPIDERS 


Crates of huge toads consigned to a 
camp in Hawaii for the Bees of wiping 
out a thriving and thickly populated 
colony of black widow spiders recently 


“constituted the ew cargo of an Army 


Traasport plane in 
ment, 

Declaring that the 23rd Bombardment 
Squadron had been called upon to do 
many varied and unusual missions at ane 
time or another, the News Letter Corres- 
pondent from Luke Field, T.H., adds: 

"Tt geems that as time goes on, these 
missions become pie, a and stranger. 

A few years ago, squadron pilots and. 
bombers were caile upon to bomb the 
lava flow ef Mauna Loa in order to at- 
tempt to divert or stop the flew which 
was endangering tha town ef Hilo, Hawaii. 
While all the natives of the region be- 
lieved that everlasting doom would fall 
On any one rash enough to attempt to 

revent 'Madam Pele! from carrying out 
her designs, the mission was successful 
and the flow ef lava was stopped.. To 
dam Pele’ 
didn't seem to resent this intrusion 
into her domain and the squadron has 
carried on without any trouble from 
that source. 

The Squadron recently cote nses ane the: 
mission which could hardly be included 
in our line of work, A telephene call 
from the Group Operations Officer made 
the Squadron Operations Officer shake 
his head and wonder, but promptly at 
7:45 a.m., Major Beaton, pilot, and 
Lieut. Capp, co-pilot, took off on an 
inter-island flight to South Cape, 
Hawaii, in the Douglas C-33, its cargo 
consisting mainly of crates of huge 
toads prevalent in these parts. t 
seems that the first camp established 
at South Cape this year proved to be a 
gathering place for millions of black 
widow spiders, The hardy pieneers stuck 
it out for their required week, but re- 
turned to Luke Field a tired lst, claim- 
ing that if they took a chance and dared 
sleep the spiders would take complete 
control. We hope that after the toads 


e Hawaiian Depart— . 


| make themselves at home that the spiders 


will cease to exist. 

As to the success of this latest mis- 
sion of the 23rd, time alone will teli, 
but it will be some time before sur 
Squadron Commander will carry a more un- 
usual load in his shiny pet." 


~--000--~, 
NEW SQUADRON COMMANDERS 


Major Oliver P. Gethlin, Jr., a recent gradu- 
ate of the Command and General Staff School, a: 
sumed command of the 72nd Bombardment Squadron, . 
Luke Field, following his arrival in the Hawaiix 
Department. 

Captain Homer W. Ferguson jeined and assumed 
command of the 50th Observation Squadron, also 


‘at Luke Field, T.H. 
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MORE PILOTS FOR THE ARMY AIR CORPS 


Class 29-B of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, will uate on 
October 6th, according to the following sched- 
ule: 

8:00 a.m Graduating Class report at ~. 
Sections. 

8:55 a.m Student officers and flying cadets 
from the Basic Stage at Randolph Field report 
in front of Post Operations Office. 


$:00 a.m Graduating Class take stations in 
airplanes. 

9:05 a.m Graduating Class taxy out on the 
field. 

9:10 a.m Take-off. 

9:30 a.m Aerial Review. 

9:45 am Training airplanes on display in 


front of Operations Office. 

10:25 asm Stucent Officers and Flying Cadets 
from Randolph Field arrive at Post Theatre. 
10:30 a.m Graduating Class arrives at 
Theatre. 

10:45 a.m Graduation Exercises at Theatre. 

The graduating class of October 6, 1937, com- 
prises 40 officers of the Regular Army and 49 
Flying Cadets, total 89. Of the 40 officers, 
one, Major Lester T. Miller, Air Corps, here- 
tofore a member of the Lighter-than-Air Branch, 
annexes the acditional flying rating of 
“Airplane Pilot,'' to go with three already held 
by him, namely, "Airplane Observer,'' ‘Balloon 
Observer"' and "Airship Pilot.'' One officer, 
gnd Lieut. Carl k&. Parks, Infantry, is a member 
of the 1935 graduating class of the United 
States Military Academy. The reufining 38 of- 
ficers graduated from the Military Academy in 
June, 1936, and constitute 60 percent of the 
63 members of that class who were assigned to 
the Air Corps for flying training. Of the 25 
who failed to graduate, 18 were relieved from 
further training during the course of the year 
and the remainder are being held over for 
further training, due to time lost through 
illness or other causes. 

A total of 102 Flying Cadets started train- 
ing at the Primary Flying School, Randolph 
Field, Texas, in October, 1936, of which num 
ber 49, as above stated, or 48%, are graduat- 
ing. Five Cadets of the original mmber are 
being held over for further training. 

The officer graduates will, in the very 
near future, be transferred to the Amy Air 
Corps and thus augment the present . . 
commissioned flying personnel of this branch of 
the service. The Flying Cadet graduates who, 
as well as the commissioned czraduates, will be 
given the rating of ‘Airplane Pilot,'' will be 
commissioned second lieutenants in the Air 
Reserve and will be placed on extended active 
duty with Air Corps tical squadrons on Octo- 
ber 7th. The graduates are listed below, as 


follows: 
CREFICERS 


Major Lester T. Miller, A.C. 
2nd Lieutenants 
Arnold, John K., Jr. CEO 
Barrett, Wallace C. Inf. 
Bartella, John Li., Inf. 
Bell, Frederick, CAC 





Ohio 


Washington, D.C. 
Port Arthur, Texas 
Escanaba, Mich 

Troy ,Kans. 
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Bowen, Carl K., Jr. FA Claremont, . EH. 
Burke, Edward L.P., Inf. Helena, Mont. 
Carmichael ,Richard H., FA Austin, Texas 
Champion, George P., Inf. Marion, II, 
Clark, Albert P., Jr.Cav. Fort Logan, Colo. 
Combs, Cecil E., Cav. Dallas, Texas 


Covington, Wm E., Jr. Inf. 
Ellert, Laurence J., Inf. 
Gepen, Robert D., FA 
Gillespie, Frank W., CAC 
Goldenberg, Carl T., Inf. 
Grohs, William R., Cav. 
Holmes, Ernest S., Jr. Inf. 
Hosmer, Clark L., Inf. 
Hulse, Seward W., Jr., FA 
Jones, William W., Inf. Perry, Okla. 
Kelly, John R, Inf. Chicago, Ill. 
Kieffer, Pierre V., Jr., CE Del. 
Kimbell, WilliamL., Inf. Denver, Colo. 
Lee, William G., Jr., Inf. Washington, D.C. 
McBee, William M., Inf. Pureka goa Ark. 
McCorkle, Charles M., FA ewton,N.C. 


Rockingham, N.C. 
Beechurst ,L.I., N.Y. 
Grand Marais, Minn. 
Gaines, Mich. 

Sweet Briar, Va.. 

St. Paul, Minn. 
Missoula, Mont. 
Dunseith, N.D.. 

Fort \.son, Calif. 


Monteith, Dwight 0., CE Centerville, Iowa 
Nazarro, Joseph J., Inf. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Necrason, Conrad F., SC Cooperstown, N.Y. 
Parks, Carl M., Inf. N.C. 
Rogers, Turner C., Inf. Statesville, N. C. 
Rutledge, Jay D., Jr., FA Red Lion, Pa. 
Shores, Von Roy, Jr., Inf. Ardmore, Okla. 

encer, Norman C., Jr., FA Concord, Mass. 
Stewart, Charles B., CAC Mass. 


Terrell, Frederick R., FA 
True, Clinton U., Inf. 
Twaddell, James W., Jr., Cav. 
Vincent, Clinton D., FA 


Tugunga, Calif. 
New Orleans, La. 
Andalusia, Pa. 
Natchez, kiss. 


FLYING 
Agan, Arthur G., Jr. 


Baker, James B. 
Barrett, Everett R. 


CADETS 





Corpus Christi, Texas 
Bird Island, Miss. 
St. Cloud, iinn. 


Black, Francis J., Jr. Tallahassee, Fla. 
Bleasdale, Jack W. Palo Clto, Calif. 
Caldwell, Robert M. Madison, Wis. 


Washington, Ga. 
Jerome, Ariz. 


Caliaway, Richard D. 
Carlson, Arthur C., Jr. 
Carr, Richard P. 


Daniel, ‘Yilliam A. Qe 
Dyess, William E. Albany, Texas 
Elder, Wiiliam E. Wichita, Kans. 
Ewing, Willard G. Chicago, Ill. 


Field, Charles ¥. 
Fletcher, Eugene B. 
Gellegher, Francis B. 
Grogan, Charles E. 
Harper, Carl 


Rocky Face, Ga. 
San Diego, Calif. 
El Paso, Texas 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Lubbock, Texas 


Hatch, Edwin H. Lisle, Ill. 
Heath, Victor M. Fond du Lac, Wis. 
Heflin Clifford J. Fresno, Calif. 
Hinton, Coleman Lakeland, Fla. 


Hughes, Jack %. 
Lowery, Herman F. 
McNickle, Marvin L. 
Maddux, Sam, dr. 
Miller, Yarren if. 
Miller, Wilbur G. 
Mills, Frederic W. 
Olmsted, Charles T. 


St. Joseph, Mo. 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Vermillion, S.D. 
Lawton, Okla. 
Rockford, Ill. 
Livingston, Mont. 
Ponca City, Okla. 
Brownsville, Texas 
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Paul, Joseph H. 
Pelham, Morris 
Peterson, Armn 
Randall, Clifford 


Marriottsville, Pa. 
Auburn, Ala. 
Flagstaff, Ariz. 
Pasadena, Calif. 


Toliver, R. Frederick 
Starkey, James Fred 
Wheeler, Warren Ned 
Greasley, Phillip Henry 


Fort Collins, Cole. 
Greeley, Colo. 
Greeley, Colo. 

West Hartford, Conn. 


Rindom, Frank 0., dr. Liberal, Kans.| Sheahin, John Thomas Washington, D.C. 
Rogers, Floyd W. Chicago, I21./ Shilling, Erikson E. Washington, D.C. 
Schoephoester, Melvin W. Madison, Wis.| Schwartz; Paul Taxpa, Fla. 
Sutterlin, Frederick J, Miami Springs, Fla.| Proctor, John Peebles Athens, Ge. 
Tacon, Avelin P., dr. bile, Ale.| Baugher, John Oliver Chicago, Ill. 
Taylor, J. Francis, Jr. Columbus, Ind.| Floyd, Albert Chicago, Ill. 
Torrey, Alfred J, Nashville, Temn.| Salzarulo, Raymond Paul Richmond, Ind. 
Truitt, Homer M. Booneville, Mo.| Nichols, Thomas Brooks Lexington, Ky. 
Tyler, Kermit A. Berkeley, Calif.| Hamilton, McHenry Alexandria, La. 
Yoorhees, Burton K. Evenston, Til.| Mé@rritt, James Franklin, Jr. Benton, La. 
Werren, Roy E. Hagerstown, Md.| Smart, Robert Alan Kittery, Me. 
Wilhelm, Don Louis, Jr. Dayton, Qhio| Bane, John Charles Bethesda, Md. 
Wurzbach, Clemens K. San Antonio, Tex.| Osborn, John William Lincoln, Neb. 
Young, Charles H. bance 0 r4 Kans. | Hutchins, Leroy Gage Dover, N.H. 
Younkin, William L. Summerfield, Kens.| Milligan, Robert Louis Rochester, N.H. 
---000-~~ Ward, Brewster ed wash ~2 4 

Wiper, Samel B. eldon, N.D. 

ADDITIONS TO INCOMING CLASS AT RANDOLPH FIELD Cx ui, Francis Bernard Toledo, Ohio 
; Millsaps, James Carter Kiowa, Okla. 

In the article in the previous issue of the Sullivan, Wm. Alexander,Jr. Aspinvell, Pa. 
Air Corps News Letter on the new class at the Sullivan, John Lynn Scranton, Pa. 
Primary Flying School, which will begin train- | Teats, Edward Charles Sharpsburg, Pa. 


ing on October 15th next, it was steted that 
the students will munber approximately 216,ccm 

rising 106 second lieutenants of the Regular 
) wove who graduated from the U.S. Military 
ny on June 12th, last, 103 candidates from 
civil life, four enlisted men of the Air Corps 
and three enlisted men from other branches 
the Regular Army. It was predicted, however, 
that the mmuber of flying cadet intees 
would be augmented to some extent before the 
new class actually sterted training. 

Since the date of the previous issue of the 
News Letter, 49 additional cadets were added 
to the list, comprising 45 civilians and 4 Air 
Corps enlisted men. At the time, 8 candi- 
dates selected for appoin' » and whose names 
appeared in the original list, declined to ac- 
cept same. Thus, there is a net gain of 41 
Flying Cadets for the new class, raising their 
total to 151 and the total for the entire class 
to 257, ( the 106 officers). 

The eight candidates removed from the origin- 
al list are ~ 


Hornsby, Clande Bugene, Jr. Centerville, Ala. 
Murray, Samel Fenton Palo Clto, Calif. 
Giesecke, Paul Rockville, Conn. 
Bourgoin, Raoul —_ Frenchville, Maine 
Travis, Frank Hotchkiss Tarrytown, N.Y. 
Reynolds, Thomas C., Jr. Valliant, Okla. 
Smith, Charles John Rutland, Vt. 
Reed, Charles Wesley Raymond, Wash. 

The 49 additional candidates recommended for 


Flying Cadet appointments are listed below, as 
follows: ) 


j C 
DeShazo, Robert V. 





Birmingham, Ale. 
Fitzgerald, Maurice Joseph, Jr. Ft.Smith, Ark. 
Wade, Horace Milton Magnolia, Ark. 


McGowan, Leland Stanford Alhambra, Calif. 
Eopper, Rowlend Wells Fresno, Calif. 
Eisenhart, Charles Marion Los Angeles, Calif. 
Greenhalgh, Leo — Los Angeles, Calif. 
Lawrence, Reesor Mot Calif. 





| Redding, 
Flack, Rudolph Euil West Los Angeles, Calif. 
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West ming, Pa. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Russellville, Tenn. 
Gainesville, Texas 
Mount Vernon, Wash. 
Yau Claire, Wis. 


Eorsi, Lawrence Renzo 
Wyatt, Thomas Cleveland,Jr. 
Baskin, Robert W. 
Free, Edward Gorman 
Knox, John Max 
Taylor, Ozburn Early 
Howery, Allen Moore 
Barksdale, Ralph A. 
Flowers, Noel Quentin 
Martin, Robert James 
ENLISTED MEN 
Green, Benjamin Clyde, . Perry, Fla. 
Penema Air Depot, France Field, Panara. 
Welborn, Kenneth M. Sgt. Auburn, Ky. 
13th Air Base Sqd., Mexwell Field, Ala. 
Keyser, Donald , Pvt. McComb, Ohio 
Hg. and Hq. Squadron, Chanute Field, Ill. 
Gaydos, John, Pvt. Jamestown, Pa. 
14th Air Base Squadron, Boll Field, D.C. 
In the revised list of Flying et ointee: 
California, with 16 students, still has the 
largest representation of native sons, followed 
by Texas with eleven and Oklahoma with eight. 
Los Angeles leads the cities resented with 
four students, followed by Wi m, D.C., 
and Nashville, Tenn., with three each. 
It is quite likely that there will be further 
additions to the list of Flying Cadet appointee: 
before the new class starts work in earnest. 


A NEW RANGE FOR THE 37TH ATTACK SQUADRON 


To date there has never been a local attack 
range aveilable for the 37th Attack Squadron o/ 
Langley Field, Va. Construction of the much 
needed range has at last begun at Mulberry 
Island, 22 miles northwest of Langley Field, 
and the 37th is looking forward to being able 
to gualify its flying persounel. Lieut. James 
M. Jones, Air Reserve, Armament Officer of the 

uadron, is working on the project and conten 

tes range control by a system of flags and 
os @ sub radio station erected on the range. 
Ve7498, A.C. 








MINIATURE BOMBING RANGE AT ADVANCED FLYING 
SCEOOL 


The Kelly Field miniature bombing range, a 
photograph of which appears on the cover page 
of this issue of the News Letter, is said to 
be the only one of its kind in the world, and 
it is now being used by flying students in 
bombing practice. It is here that they receive 
their first training in air artillery adjust- 
ment and infantry missions. 


Standing 84 feet high and 45 feet in diameter, 


the building from the outside resembles some- 


| 
what a modernistic farm silo or grain elevator. | 


Its walls are fire-proof and sound-proof. 


| 
| 
| transferred to the Air Corps Tactic 
} 
| 
! 


the Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, 
Va., in July, 1931, he returned to Kelly Field 
where, during a two-year tour of service, he 
was on duty for the most part as Bombardment 
Flying Instructor. In July, 1933, he was 
School 


| at Maxwell Field, Ala., where for 25 years 


he was on duty as an instructor, and for nearly 
a year Chief of the Bombardment Section. 
Mejor Moon was transferred to his present 
station, Langley Field, in July, 1936. 
---000--- - 


CHANGES OF STATION OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Climbing severe] flights of stairs, one reach, To Chanute Field, I1l.: Captain Norme D.Frost, 
from Selfridge Field Mich 


es the observers’ balconies, which circle the 


, Mach. 
building, and the instructor's platform suspend- To Washington, D.C.: Captain William J. 


ed from the top. From these conies the ob- 
servers look down below on the terrain board, 
or the miniature range. 

The terrain suggests an airplane view of San 
Antonio and its various military posts, with a 
criscross of roads and streets. is board, 
which covers the entire ground floor, is perfo- 
ratei with 600 holes. Small lights are under- 
neath the holes. 

The bombing student does not drop a missle, 
but scores his hits with a system of lights and 
a radio hook-up. The radio operator sits be- 
fore a large switch panel and operates the 
lights as directed by the student who theoret- 
ically is firing from the balcony. Each stu- 
dent is aided with a chart, and his strike is 
represented by a light which appears on the 
board below. The circular observation balco- 
nies will acconmmodate 100 students at a time. 

Looking from the top of the tower, the arti- 
ficial terrain has the same appearance San 
Antonio would have if viewed from 15,000 fect, 

The range constitutes the first step in 
bombing practice of the stujents. 

---000--- 


Retirement of Major Ofas Moon 
(Continued from Fare 15) 


Moon 
Army, on July 1, 1920, Major,wes on border pa- 
trol duty at Marfa, Texas, with Flight B, 104th 





Aero Squadron. He was transferred to the Panama) 


Canal Department, February 20, 1921, and served 
on the Isthmus for three years, being stationed 
at France Field, and performing during this pe- 


riod at various times duty as Post E. & R. Offi-; 


cer, Post Survey Officer, Athletic Officer, En- 
gineering Officer end Adjutant. 

At Kelly Field, T 
he was on duty for 45 years, he served as Fly- 
ing Instructor for over three years and, in ad- 
dition, was Director of Bombardment Training at 
the Advanced Flying School for two years. He 


also completed the 5-months' Special Observation 


course. 
Transferred to Rockwell Field, Calif., August 
17, 1928, where he was on duty until June 25, 


| McKiernan, Jr., from duty as Instructor, 44th 
| Division Aviation, New Jersey National Guard, 
| Newark, to duty in the Office of the Chief of 
| the Air Corps. 

| ee 


| RESERVE OFFICERS PLACED ON EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY 
| Second Lieutenants 





| Rendolph Field, Texas: Edward Preston Dinmick, 

San Antonio, Texas, to September 13, 1940; Hans 

| Kraft Kircher, Los Angeles, Calif.; Rcbert 

| Hamilton Monroe, Los Angeles, Calif.; Robert 

| Harry Quigley, Whiting, Ind.; Charles Alexander 

' Watt, Detroit, Mich.; Walker Arval Hazelwood, 

| Salem, Oregon; Joseph Roy Delaune, Jr., Beau- 

| mont, Texas, to September 21, 1940; Vernon 

| Lester Phelps, Jennings, La., and Charles 

| Ernest Trostel, Cincinnati, Ohio, to September 

| 19, 1940; Anthony Gerard Hunter, Kansas City, 

| Mo., to September 25, 1940; Eckford Hodgson, 
Gellipclis, Ohio, to September 25, 1940; Robert 

| Wilbur Henderson, Glendale, Calif., and George 

, Samel Pello, Seattle, Wash., to October 1, 

' 1940; Norton Harding Van Sicklen, III, Mans- 

field, Ohio, to October 9, 1940. 

' Lawson Field, Gea.: James Edward Darby, 

' Chicago, Ill., to September 26, 1940. 

| March Field, Calif.: Roger Williams Smith, 

' Sen Francisco, Calif., and James Clifford 

' Jensen, Fresno, Calif., to September 21, 1940. 

Rockwell Air ot, Calif.: Harry Lewis Dulin, 

10 , valif., to September 21, 1940. 

| Lengley Field, Ya.: James Britt — 

| Greenville, 5.0., to September 12, 1940. 














| Effective upon the completion of their pres- 
ent tour of foreign service, ljor Harvey W. 


» his next station, where; Prosser, Captain Shelton E. Prudhomme, lst 


Lieuts. Richard A. Legg and Francis M. Zeigler, 
now in the Philippines, and lst Lieut. John M. 
Price, now in the Paname Canal Department, are 
assigned to duty at Randolph Field, Texas. 

Mejor Hugh Mitchell, Signal rom ig has been re- 
lieved from assignment and duty at Fort Mommouth, 
New Jersey, and assigned to duty as Director of 


1930, Major oon served for the most part in the] the Aircraft Radio Laboratory at Wright Field, 
capacity of Operations Officer. For a period of| Dayton, Ohio. Major Mitchell succeeds the re- 


five months he was on detached service at Wright 
Field, being a student at the Air Navigation 
School. » 

After graduating from the one-year course at 


cently appeinted Chief Signal Officer of the 
Army, Major General J.0. Mauborgne, who, as 
Colonel, Signal Corps, held that position for 
the past year. 
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